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They Came 
By Elizabeth Edmonds 


Matthew 26:47; John 18:3 
HEY came to the Garden to find 
Him, 
In their hour of darkness and night, 
With swords and staves for protection 
And torches and lanterns for light— 


They came with their torches and 
lanterns, 
Their Banner of Midnight unfurled, 
To take Him, the Star of the Morning, 


Christ Jesus, the Light of the World! 


They came, and the Light that they saw 
not 
Is shining in splendor today, 
With radiant effulgence and glory 
To show fallen mankind the Way. 


To Heaven through Jesus the Saviour 
Who gave His own precious blood 
On dark Calvary to redeem us 
And reconcile sinners to God! 


“O come unto me,” hear Him pleading; 
His Banner of Love is unfurled, 

He is the Star of the Morning, 
Christ Jesus, the Light of the World! 


w 


The Harmony of Scripture 

In the writing of the Scriptures and 
in His service today God used and still 
uses human instruments of many differ- 


ent personalities and talents. He does 
need clean and yielded instruments, but 
they are not all alike, and in His mercy 
and wisdom He makes use of a wide 
variety. One of the classics on the divine 
inspiration of the Bible is ‘“‘Theopneustia 
—the Plenary Inspiration of the Holy 
Seriptures Deduced from Internal Evi- 
dence, and the Testimonies of Nature, 
History and Science.” written many years 
ago by L. Gaussen, D.D., professor of 
Systematic Theology, the Oratoire, Ge- 
neva, and translated by David Scott of 
Glasgow. Dr. Gaussen illustrated cer- 
tain aspects of inspiration in the follow- 
ing picturesque language: “Has the 
reader ever paid a visit to the astonish- 
ing organist, who so charmingly elicits 
the tourist’s tears in the Cathedral at 
Freiburg, as he touches one after an- 
other his wondrous keys, and greets 
your ear by turns with the march of 
warriors on the river side, the voice of 
prayer sent up from the lake during the 
fury of the storm, or of thanksgiving 
when it is hushed to rest? All your 
senses are electrified, for you seem to 
have seen all, and to have heard all. 
Well, then, it was thus that the Lord 
God, mighty in harmony, applied, as it 
were, the finger of His Spirit to the 
stops which He had chosen for the hour 
of His purpose, and for the unity of His 
celestial hymn. He had from eternity 
before Him all the human stops which 
He required; His Creator’s eye embraces 
at a glance this range of keys stretching 
over threescore centuries; and when he 
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would make known to our fallen world 
the everlasting counsel of His redemp- 
tion, and the coming of the Son of God 
He put His left hand on Enoch, the 
seventh man from Adam, and His right 
on John, the humble and sublime pris- 
oner of Patmos. The celestial anthem, 
seven hundred years before the flood, 
began with these words, ‘Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousand of his 
saints, to execute judgment upon all’; 
but already, in the mind of God, and 
in the eternal harmony of His work, the 
voice of John had answered to that of 
Enoch, and closed the hymn, three thou- 
sand years after him, with these words, 
‘Behold, he cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him! Even so, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly. Amen!’ And during this 
hymn of thirty centuries, the Spirit of 
God never ceased to breathe in all His 
messengers; the angels, an apostle tells 
us, desired to look into its wondrous 
depths. God’s elect were moved, and 
life eternal came down into the souls of 
men.” There is also a practical lesson 
in all this for us, for we must not ex- 
pect God to cast everyone in the same 
mold, but trust Him to use in His serv- 
ice those who are redeemed by the 
blocd of Christ and believe every word 
of His holy Word. “Now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit 
.,. . the same Lord .. . the same God 
which worketh all in all. But the mani- 
festation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal” (1 Cor, 12:4-7) 


An Armory Against Unbelief 


This editorial reviews “A Lawyer Examines the Bible,” by Irwin H. Lin- 
ton. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) 


IVE smooth stones, his sling, his 
skill, and trust in “the name of the 
Lord of hosts” were all that David 


needed as he faced the giant and his 
armor, and one well-directed stone laid 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“God ... comforteth those that 
are cast down” (2 Cor. 7:6). 




















low the Philistine warrior. As Goliath 
defied the armies of Israel for forty 
days, so today there are enemies of the 
truth who look like giants and before 
whom many humble believers are non- 
plused. So from time to time God sends 
His chosen champions into the field to 
deal with these giants and deliver His 
people from fear and bondage. If only 
Mr. Linton’s book were more widely 
known and diligently read, it would do 
much to put to rout the boastful enemies 
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of God’s truth who are troubling many 
believers and keeping honest doubters 
out of the Kingdom. It is an extensive 
and impressive demonstration of the fact 
that “the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strongholds” (2 
Cor. 10:4). 

“A Lawyer Examines the Bible” is now 
in its fifth edition, first published in 
1943 as a revision and enlargement of 
Mr. Linton’s earlier book, “A Lawyer 
and the Bible.” He says in a letter that 
it is a “direct descendant of the articles 
Charley Trumbull made me write for the 
TIMES years ago,” and the subtitle de- 
scribes it as “An Introduction to Chris- 
tian Evidences.” It is that, but not as 


dry as that might indicate, for it. “ll 
of human interest,. anecdotes, illus 
tions, quotations from famous ola 


writers, poetry, witty sayings, and inci- 
dents from the author’s own experience 
which all make it delightful reading. 
Mr. Linton has been well equipped for 
this task, by his college and legal train- 
ing, his knowledge of the classics and 
love of solid, old books, his long experi- 
ence as a Christian lawyer, and his con- 
tinual study of the Scriptures. He is 
a member of the Bar of the District of 
Columbia, “duly admitted and qualified 
as an Attorney and Counsellor of the 
Supreme Court of the United States”; 
and has for many years been a director 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 
He has rendered a great service by mak- 
ing available to busy Christian readers 
today many of the arguments and evi- 
dences for the truth of Christianity from 
brilliant writers of earlier centuries. 

Here are long quotations from Dr. 
David Nelson’s “Cause and Cure of In- 
fidelity.” This physician, who was an 
infidel in early life but later became 
a Christian, wrote “that of the two things 
that made him a Christian one was the 
reading of the infidel works in search 
of good ground for his unbelief, and the 
other was his constant attendance at 
deathbeds of both Christians and unbe- 
lievers and the data he gathered as a 
result.” The accounts of what Nelson 
saw and heard at deathbeds are amaz- 
ing. There are great passages from 
Simon Greenleaf, “the greatest authority 
known to England and America on the 
subject of legal evidence.” There are 
others from Mark Hopkins’ “Evidences” 
and Paley’s “Evidences,” “Natural The- 
ology,” and “Horae Paulinae.” Mr. Lin- 
ton has not hesitated to read the works 
of famous infidels, in order that he might 
know how to answer their arguments 
and help honest doubters. Referring to 
his own reading, Mr. Linton says: 

“Later I absorbed Alexander’s ‘Evi- 
dences,’ Butler’s ‘Analogy,’ Chalmers’ 
‘Astronomical Discourses,’ Hopkins’ ‘Evi- 
dences,’ Flint’s ‘Theism,’ Erskine’s ‘In- 
ternal Evidences,’ Lyttelton’s ‘Conversion 
of St. Paul,’ Faber’s ‘Difficulties of In- 
fidelity,’ besides Voltaire’s works and 
those of Paine, Spencer, and Huxley, and 
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Hume’s ‘Essays on Miracles’ and other 
infidel books, just to see if any of them, 
and those advocating evolution, really 
had anything to offset the proofs the 
Bible offered. With me, as with Dr. 
Nelson, the study of these books and 
others holding to a partial view of in- 
spiration merely made me the better sat- 
isfied with the conclusion I had come 
to that the Bible was indeed God’s in- 
spired and infallible Word. Another re- 


sult is a realization of how far from 
original are the ideas now being an- 
nounced as new and prcfounder and 


more scientific views about Christ and 
the Bible by ‘men of modern mind,’ 
every one of which is to be found more 
clearly, forcefully, and honestly set forth 
in the writings of frank infidels of cen- 
turies past.” 

On the charge often brought against 
the Bible that it is “full of mistakes and 
contradictions,” the following is quoted 
from Paley: 

“Now, in historical researches, a rec- 
onciled inconsistency becomes a positive 
argument. First, because an impostor 
generally guards against the appearance 
of inconsistency; and secondly, because 
when apparent inconsistencies are found, 
it is seldom that anything but truth ren- 
ders them capable of reconciliation. The 
existence of the difficulty proves the 
want or absence of that caution which 
usually accompanies the consciousness 
of fraud; and the solution proves that 
it is not the collusion of fortuitous prop- 
ositicns which we have to deal with, but 
that a thread of truth winds through the 
whole, which preserves every circum- 
stance in its place.” 


The first chapter is entitled “Ad- 
dressed Especially to Lawyers,” and 
opens with these words from Simon 


Greenleaf: “If a close examination of 
the evidences of Christianity may be ex- 
pected of one class of men more than 
another, it would seem incumbent upon 
us [lawyers] who make the law of evi- 
dence one of our peculiar studies. Our 
profession leads us to explore the mazes 
of falsehood, to detect its artifices, to 
pierce its thickest veils, to follow and 
expose its sophistries, to compare the 
statements of different witnesses with 
severity, to discover truth and separate 
it from error.” 

There are chapters on “The Factual 
Foundation,” where Greenleaf is largely 
quoted; “Facing the Evidence,” “On 
Getting Converted,” “Getting Con- 
vinced”; and, rather surprisingly in a 
book of this kind, “On Marrying a Mate.” 
Here the author’s warm, tender heart is 
much in evidence, and the chapter is 
full of warning and sound advice. 

The author squarely faces many “Dif- 
ficulties of Belief,” such as human suffer- 
ing, immoral acts recorded in the Bible, 
predestination, polygamy; and deals well 
with evolution and Higher Criticism. 
Other chapters tell of the author’s ex- 
periences in “Persuading Others,” and 
tell the interesting stories of many “Men 
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Who Were Convinced.” Reminiscent of 
Jeremy Taylor’s treatises on “Holy Livy. 
ing and Holy Dying” are the two chap- 
ters on “The Business of Living” ang 
“The Business of Dying.” In the first 
of these Mr. Linton tells with frankness 
of some of his own struggles and how 
God met his needs; and in the second 
he shows the hopelessness of infidelity 
as it faces the future, and quotes from 
Dr. David Nelson. There are also two 
Icvely biographical sketches of his own 
father, Irwin B. Linton, and his father’s 
dearest friend and early law-partner, 
Joseph J. Darlington. It is thrilling to 
read how these two Christian men faced 
death. 

In the final chapter, “Summing Up,” 


Mr. Linton reminds his readers that 
“there have been touched upon three 
independent and converging lines of 


truth of the divine origin and power of 


Christianity.” These are, he says, “the 
logical, historical, abstract demonstra- 
tion of the supernatural source and 


power of Bible religion; the testimony 
of living men to the physiological and 
moral miracle of the cure of a drug 
habit; and the ‘dying declarations,’ op- 
(Continued on page 262) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Life That Wins” in Chinese 


We wish to inform you that we have 
again published a new edition of Dr 
Trumbull’s booklet, “The Life That 
Wins,” in the Chinese language. It 
has been reproduced in new type and 
new cover design, and we have done 
an edition of two thousand copies. 

It may interest you that we have 
established an office at Wheaton, III. 
both for editorial and literature dis- 
tribution work. We seek to contact 
the Chinese in this country through 
this office and also continue our edi- 
torial work while we are here. Our 
main office and bulk cf our work is 
still done from Hongkong.—Paul H. 
Bartel, director. The Alliance Press. 
P. O. Box 549, Wheaton, IIl. 

The Alliance Press is a subsidiary of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
and publishes Chinese evangelical liter- 
ature. Dr. Charles G. Trumbull’s per- 
sonal testimony, given in the booklet, 
“The Life That Wins,” has had a circu- 
lation of over 800,000 in many languages 
and has shown many the. way out of 
defeat into a life of victory. Some years 
ago it was translated into several cther 
languages, but many of these editions are 
out of print, and in most cases the Edi- 
tors do not have the names and addresses 
of publishers from which these other 
editions may be obtained. If this comes 
to the notice of any who now have the 
pamphlet in print in other languages, the 
Editors will be glad to hear from them. 

The English edition may be had at 5 
cents each or 35 cents a dozen from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Successful Ways To Increase Attendance 


Using busses and branch Sunday schools 


to reach Bibleless boys and girls 


HE last Book in the Bible gives us 
T: picture of two churches. The 

members of the church at Phila- 
delphia were full of missionary enthu- 
siasm. The “open door” of world-wide 
witness that was set before them called 
for sacrificial effort on the part of every 
one. The promise of an early return of 
the Lord was intended to be an incentive 
to missionary activity and the reward of 
a “crown” awaited those that are useful 
in Christian service. 

The members of the church at Laodi- 
cea, on the other hand, were apathetic. 
They were characterized by self-suffi- 
ciency, self-satisfaction, and self-praise, 
along with a woeful ignorance of their 
true miserable condition. Absolute cold- 
ness to Christ’ would be honest 
and honorable than this lukewarm pre- 
And, being lukewarm, this church 


more 


tense. 
is declared distasteful and useless and 
therefore must be rejected as utterly 


loathsome. 

It was the missionary program of the 
Philadelphia church as well as its free- 
dom from apostasy that made it the one 
to be commended above all the other 
churches. And the sharp contrast, seen 
in the Laodicean church, to the world- 
wide program of reaching and teaching 
that our Lord set before His church, is 
what made that church such an abomina- 
tion, 


The Line of Demarcation 

There is no single denomination today 
to which we may point as a type of the 
Philadelphia or the Laodicean churches. 
The line of demarcation runs through 
the membership of most of our Protes- 
tant churches. On the one hand you 
will find those who shake the universe 
and shape the destiny of nations with 
their prayers and missionary activities. 
If they are not carrying the Gospel to 
the end of the earth they are providing 
a substitute while they teach in the Sun- 
day school, which is the home missionary 
field of the church. Ii is true that they 
have their bread and butter tasks, but 
their love for their Lord is so great that 
His wishes and work come first in their 
lives. On the other hand, the poor La- 
odicean is never enthusiastic or ener- 
getic about the Lord’s work and does not 
seem to be aware that Christ and His 
church have any claims upon his time, 
talents, and tithes. He is self-centered and 
so completely devoted to his own pro- 
gram in life that the appalling needs of 
the rest of the world never arouse him 
from his apathy. 

The Protestant church needs to be re- 
minded that the great commission is still 
its most important task. The command 


Those who are stirred to do some- 
thing in the face of widespread in- 
difference, even in Christian circles, 
to the appalling number of boys and 
girls growing up all over our land 
without any Christian instruction, 
are confronted with two principal 
courses of action—either that of get- 
ting these young people to the Sun- 
day school, or taking the Sunday 
school to them. Dr. Benson tells 
how both of these methods have been 
used successfully and with gratifying 
results. 








of Christ was not for the first century 
or a chosen few. It was for all time 
and for all His fcllowers. Because of the 
indifference of a vast multitude in the 
church, heathendom greatly outnumbers 
Christendom. The number of Catholics 
continues to be double that of the Prot- 
estants while all who call themselves 
Christian are less than a third of the 
pagan religions. More tragic still is the 
alarming fact that the unchurched 
masses of the earth are increasing each 


year some six million more than the 
combined additions to all Christian 
churches. 

The members of the Philadelphia 
church believed in an early return of 


the Lord. “Behold, I come quickly,” was 
the promise He gave them. But they 
also understood that He could not come 
until the very last member of His Church 
had been added that His body might be 
complete. Now that last member may 
be in Asia, Africa, South America, or the 
isles of the sea. But it is also possible 
that the last member might be in the 
United States of America. For the great 
majority of church members, obedience 
to the great commission does not mean 
going to heathen lands. The church can 
support representatives on the foreign 
field, but millions of members can be 
missionaries without leaving their home 
and employment. I say with emphasis 
that the Sunday school teacher who 
gathers the neighborhood heathen for 
Bible instruction is carrying out Christ's 
last commission just as much as the mis- 
sionary the church supports in a foreign 
country. But the prevailing apathy in 
the church becomes pathetically apparent 
when statisticians tell us that not more 
than five per cent of the members of 
the Protestant church are teaching in 
the Sunday school today, despite the 
national call for 500,000 men and women 
to reach and teach 38,000,000 godless, 
Christless, Bibleless boys and girls in 
America, who are growing up in civil- 
ized paganism, 


By CLARENCE H. BENSON, Litt.D. 


Sunday school teachers belong to the 
Philadelphia rather than the Laodicean 
church. How can their number be 
increased? If the present enrollment of 
the school does not call for more in- 
structors, a bus can bring neglected chil- 
dren to the church. The bus has become 
an important factor in the enlargement 
and improvement of our public schools 
Rural districts have been able to aban- 
don the one room building for a consoli- 
dated, graded school. Problems of at- 
tendance and punctuality have been 
solved, and more efficient teaching is now 
possible. But the church has been slow 
to adopt this splendid agency for build- 
ing up the Sunday school. 

The testimony of those who have made 
this missionary investment is that it ha 
paid big dividends, not only in increas- 
ing the Sunday school enrollment, but 
in the number and interest of the 
teachers as well. Invariably where there 
has been one bus introduced, a second, 
a third, and even a fourth have followed 
One Sunday school in Illinois now sends 
out four busses, north, south, east, and 
west, and in one locality the large num- 
ber of pupils that have been discovered 
has occasioned a second trip. 

But suppose the accommodations in 
your church are limited. Perhaps you 
have already reached the seating capac- 
ity of your Sunday school, or perhaps 
it is a downtown church and there are 
not many children in the vicinity, what 
then? The answer is the branch Sunday 
school. When I was a lad of seventeen 
my pastor, Dr. David James Burrell 
started me on my Sunday school caree1 


by suggesting that I teach a class of 
boys in Riverside Chapel. Dr. Burrell 


was a great preacher and the busy pas- 
tor of the largest Presbyterian church in 
Minneapolis, but he mantained four 


large, branch Sunday schools for the 
spiritual growth and training of his 
young people. 
Three Worth-While Suggestions 

Other pastors, notably the late Dr. 


Mark Matthews, who built up the great 
First Presbyterian Church of Seattle 
with twenty-nine branch Sunday schools, 
and Dr. H. H. Savage, who was responsi- 
ble for the fifteen branch schools of the 


First Baptist Church of Pontiac, have 
seen the value of the branch idea. 
Through the instrumentality of these 


mission stations this Pontiac church led 
the Baptists of Michigan in accessions 
for a good many years, and, for a period 
of four years, led the entire denomina- 
tion. To those desiring to organize 
branch Sunday schools Dr. Savage makes 
the following suggestions: 
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1. Study your community and en- 
deavor to find a section not as yet pro- 
vided with a Sunday school. It is not 
wise, as a general principle, to attempt 
to organize a branch school within half 
a mile of an existing Sunday school. 

2. When an unchurched secticn has 
been located, conduct a visitation cam- 
paign. Canvass the entire neighborhood 
thoroughly, availing yourself of as many 
volunteer workers as possible. 

3. Secure a place in which to conduct 
the school. We have used all types of 
buildings, private residences, stcres, and 
schoolhouses. We have experienced 
very little difficulty in securing rural 
schoolhouses, since we always offer to 
pay rent for their use, and will assume 
full responsibility for the protection of 
school property. 


The missionary-minded students of 
Wheaton College do not wait until they 
graduate before accepting missionary as- 
signment. When I was a resident of 
Wheaton, an organization was effected 


for turning the rural schoolhouses of 
DuPage County into Sunday schools. 
Ninety students attended my teacher 


training class Sunday morning, and, in 
the afternoons, were taken by automo- 
biles to conduct Sunday schools wher- 
ever doors were opened for them in the 
rural schoolhouses. 

The General Assembly of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church _ recently 
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launched a campaign for outpost Sunday 
schools, and devotes eighteen pages of 
its annual minutes to the reports of this 
work. The statistics for 1950 recorded 
523 branch Sunday schools, with an en- 
rollment of 32,452 pupils. As a result 
of this enterprise the Committee on 
Promotion recently sent out a letter. to 
the churches containing this striking ‘tn- 
formation: 

_ Recent studies reveal that evange- 

listic results in churches, presbyteries, 

and synods are almost exactly in pro- 
gertten to Sunday school enrollment. 

e suggest therefcre, that every 
church act upon the slogan: “Every 
member of the community a member 
of the Sunday school. Every member 
of the Sunday school a member of the 
church. Every member of the church 

a functioning Christian.” 

If I was called to be the pastor of a 
church today, there would only be two 
things about it that would interest me. 
What is the per capita gift to missions, 
and what is the size of the Sunday 
school. The former would provide the 
proportion of missionary interest abroad, 
and the latter wculd reveal the degree 
of missionary activity at home. This 
simple test would not only determine 
wh>ther a church had the brightest pros- 
pects for the future or was on the way 
tc the cemetery. but also whether its 
members were the go-getters of Phila- 
delphia or the apathetic invalids of La- 
odicea. 


CHICAGO. 


Vil. Our Omnipotent God 


He is able to do abundantly 


S YOU will remember, we have been 

thinking of the things that the Scrip- 
tures tell us that God is able to do on 
behalf of those who look to Him in faith 
and confidence. Whenever we read that 
God is able to do these things we should 
always remind ourselves that He is not 
only able but willing. We can, therefore, 
expect Him to do these things for us if 
only we are ready to meet the simple 
conditions of true faith and obedience. 
As we think of one more of these things, 
we should remember that, if we have not 
yet received or are not yet enjoying them, 
the fault is our own and the failure is 
ours, either for not asking for them or 
for asking amiss. 

Our verse for this meditation is taken, 
like many of the others, from the writ- 
ings of the great Apostle Paul. Here it 
is: “Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the pcwer that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen” (Eph. 
3:20, 21). Here the apostle reminds his 
readers that the God whom he and they 
worship is omnipotent. He is able to do 


exceeding abundantly above the limits 
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of their asking, or of their imagination, 
or expectation. 

The apcstle then goes on to speak of 
the means that God uses for the accom- 
plishment of His wonderful purposes— 
it is the power that is already at work 
in our hearts, “the power that worketh 
in us.” This is the infinite power of the 
Holy Spirit Himself, of which Paul has 
already spoken in the first chapter of 
this same Epistle, where he refers to it 
as, “The exceeding greatness of his power 
to us-ward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power, which 
he wrought in Christ, when he raised 
him from the dead, and set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places” 
(Eph, 1:19, 20). 

The raising of the Lord Jesus Christ 
from the grave, the place of absolute 
hopelessness and helplessness, to the 
place of absclute authority, at the right 
hand of God on high—this act of God 
in the resurrection of His Son was the 
greatest possible manifestation or exhi- 
bition of His infinite power. This power 
is to us-ward who believe, and we have 
the right therefore to draw upon it con- 
tinually so that the needs of our lives 
may be met and met fully to the glory 
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and praise of God, and to the enrichen- 
ing and deepening of our daily living. 

It is interesting to notice the context 
of the verses of which we are specially 
thinking at this time, for they form an 
ascription of praise to the Lord at the 
conclusion of a wonderful prayer in 
which Paul makes four tremendous re- 
quests for his Ephesian friends to whom 
he is writing. These requests we might 
think of as four stages in the develop- 
ment of a true Christian's life, and it 
would be a very healthy exercise for 
us as we pray to ask the Lord that these 
may be fulfilled in our cwn lives. Let 
us think of them very briefly. 

The first petition that Paul makes for 
the members of the Church in Ephesus 
was that they might be “strengthened 
with might by his Spirit-in the inner 
man” (Eph. 3:16). When a man first 
comes into a true relationship with the 
Lord through this acceptance of Him as 
his Saviour, as he seeks to live his life 
on a new plane which shall be to the 
glory of God, he at once beccmes pain- 
fully conscious of his own weakness and 
his many inabilities to live up to the 
new standards that he recognizes are 
God's choice for him. In this connection, 
the first need to be met is his weakness, 
and he must be strengthened in the inner 
man. His faith needs constant renewing, 
his will needs to be reinfcrced, and the 
spiritual power supplied that will enable 
him to do what hitherto has been quite 
impossible and to gain victory where 
formerly defeat has been the unfailing 
result. This need can be met and this 
power supplied in only one way—by the 
Holy Spirit of God, whose unseen min- 
istry in the heart of every true child of 
God has as its main purpose the enabling 
of that child by instruction, by guid- 
ance, by enlightenment, and by empow- 
ering to live a life on a new plane and 
to manifest in all his relationships and 
under all conditions the characteristics 
and the beauty of the perfect life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 


The second petition in this great 
prayer of the apostle is that “Christ 
might dwell in your hearts by faith” 


(Eph. 3:17). The picture here given is 
that of the Hcly Spirit preparing the 
heart and life of the new believer so 
that it is ready for the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself to move in and take possession. 
Actually the two things take place simul- 
taneously, although very often the Chris- 
tian does not become aware of the sec- 
ond of them until a somewhat later date. 
The consciousness or realization of the 
fact that the Lord Jesus Christ has in- 
deed taken up His residence within us 
and has made our hearts His home is 
something that has never yet been ex- 
perienced by many who call themselves 
Christians. Because of this they have 
never entered into the reality of full 
fellowship with the Lord or of the ccm- 
panionship of His presence. That, in 
turn, has meant a lack of assurance and 
of certainty that are part of the right 
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Lesson for April 6 


and inheritance of every true child of 
God. Paul on one occasion, in writing 
of his imprisonment, says, “All men for- 
sook me .. . but the Lord stood by me, 
and strengthened me.” At that time of 
loneliness when he was deserted by all 
his friends, the sense of desolation and 
heartache must have been most acute, 
but it was just then that the power of 
the Lord and the presence of the Lord 


became the outstanding factors in his 
own spiritual experience. He was pray- 
ing that his friends therefore might 


now rejoice in the possession of these two 
blessings which had been of such inesti- 
mable comfort and assurance to him 
himself. 

The third petition was that his Chris- 
tian friends in Ephesus, together with 
all saints everywhere, might “compre- 
hend . . . the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge” (Eph. 3:18), and is 
entirely beyond and above the thinking 
of the natural man. To many people 
the love of Christ is little more than a 
vague symbol for sacrifice, the symbol] 
of an ideal, which, like most ideals, is 
quite beyond any possibility of attain- 
ment or even of understanding. In the 
verse of which we are thinking, how- 
ever, Paul’s prayer is that his friends 
in Christ might be enabled to compre- 
hend the love of Christ and to know its 
breadth and length and depth and height, 
and tc know it, though it passeth knowl- 
edge. Here Paul mentions its four di- 
mensions—its breadth, which is so great 
that not one single human being, how- 
ever obscure or sunk in sin, is beyond its 
reach; its length, for it continues from 
eternity to eternity without varying or 
changing, since it is the very nature of 
the unchanging Son of God Himself: its 
depth, for it is so profound in its mean- 
ing that, in spite of all the scholarship 
and learning that have been accumulated 
during the centuries, no one has yet been 
able fully to explore the full extent of 
its significance or to explain how and 
why that love of Christ was so fully 
peured out for poor sinners like you 
and me; its height, for to understand 
the height of the love of Christ we must 
understand not only the depths to which 
it goes in order to reach a lost sinner, 
but also the heights of the glory to which 
it raises him when it lifts him up into 
the very presence of the glory of the 
almighty God Himself, and makes him a 
son of God raised to the privilege of 
eternal fellowship with the Creator of 
the universe. It is not surprising that 
Paul says it passes knowledge, and yet 
his prayer is that his Christian friends 
may not merely comprehend it as an in- 
tellectual or philosophical problem, but 
that they might know it and experience 
it as a great and abiding reality in their 
own lives and have it filling their hearts 
to overflowing. When this latter takes 
place they shall begin to be “filled with 
all the fulness of God” (Eph. 3:19), 
which is his concluding petition. 


In his final ascription of praise, Paul 
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expresses the secret of the fulfillment of 
this magnificent prayer. It is possible 
only through Him who is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
oy think, according to the power that 
worketh in us. The secret is in the 
power of the Holy Spirit of God, as He 
carries on His work in the hearts of all 
who are truly God’s children, doing the 
impossible in and through them and en- 
abling them to grasp these great real- 
ities that are inccmprehensible and above 
the knowledge of the natural man who 
is out of touch with God. 

How far have you gone in the school 
of faith, and how many of these great 
petitions of the Apostle Paul have been 


Notes on John’s Gospel 


OHN 14:14.—If ye shall ask any thing 

in my name, I will do, Poieso, “will 

make.” He does not say, “I will do it” 

the precise thing asked for. The an- 

swer may be different from the petition, 
yet an answer is promised 

John 14:16, 17—I [Jesus] will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, _even the Spirit of truth. 
Mark the trinitarian note. 

John 14:18.—I will not leave you com- 
fortless [orphans]: I will come to you. 
Erchomai, “I am coming,” is in the pres- 
ent tense. He comes immediately on 
call. 

John 14:30.—Hereafter I will not talk 
much with you. I have given you my 
Father’s message, and this part of my 
ministry is closed. Now I must gird 
myself for my last encounter with the 
this world who cometh. In 
chapter 17, “the world” is mentioned 
nineteen times. Now He was to face the 
world and its hate for the last and vic- 
His heart goes cut to those 


prince of 


torious time 


who were to encounter the world’s 
hatred and opposition after He should 
be gone. “I pray that thou should- 


est keep them from the evil [Evil One]. 
Ek, “out of” his hands. 

After speaking of His own disciples and 
their future He (Jchn 17:20), 
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me 
through their word.” The text reads, 
“that believe.” The future body of be- 
lievers is envisaged as actually existing. 
Then His mind goes out to their final 
gathering tcgether with Him (John 17: 
24), “Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am; that they may behold my glory.” 


Says 





OHN 15 is divided into three parts, 
which have a certain correspondence 

to the Prologue in John 1: 
John 15:1-17 corresponds to John 1:12, 
13. It has to do with those who have 
received Him and have become sons of 


God, 





(5) 249 


fulfilled in your life and experience? It 
is only because of His omnipotent power 
that any of these marvelous things can 
become realities to us, and we shall ex- 
perience them only as we learn to keep 
ourselves low before Him in humility 
and seek to fulfill His will for us in all 
things. 

Our Father and our God, we praise 
Thee that Thou art abundantly able for 
any need, any emergency, and any situa- 
tion. Enable us to lay hold upon Thine 
infinite power that it may be manifested 
in us to the glory of Thy name. We ask 
it in the name of Thy Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, amen.” 

(To be continued) 


By ERNEST GORDON 


John 15:18, 19 refers to John 1:10, “The 
world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not.” 

John 15:22-25 refers to Israel The 
correspcnding note in John 1:11 is, “He 
came unto his own, and his own received 
him not.” 

John 15:6.—And men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned. Notice how tenderly Jesus speaks 
of the branches before and after this 
sixth verse, and then the detached way 
in which He speaks of others, the man 
who is cast forth as a branch and with- 
ered. Such a man has no part or lot 
with the branches. Even men have no 
regard fcr a useless branch. To them it 
is but waste. offal, to be burned So 
savecrless salt is “good for nothing, but 
to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men” (Matt. 5:13) 

John 15:15.—Henceforth I call you not 
servants; but I have called you 
friends. Servants could not partake of 
the Passover (Lev. 22:10). We are not 
saved by service or by works, but by 
the friendly grace of God. 

John 15:22, 24.—If I had not come and 
spoken unto them If I had not done 
among them the works which none other 
man did. This represents the teaching 
and the healing ministries. Compare, “I 
have finished the work” (John 17:4), 
and, “I have given unto them the words” 
(John 17:8). Both ministries were re- 
jected, and each rejection was immedi- 
ately followed by the comment, respec- 
tively, “He that hateth me hateth my 
Father also” (John 15:23), and, “Have 
they both seen and hated both me and 
my Father” (v, 24). Jesus was speak- 
ing of the Jews, “that the word might 
be fulfilled that is written in their law, 
They hated me without a cause” (v. 25). 

He did not speak of our law, or even 
of the law, but of their law. He had 
said to the Jews of their temple, “Your 
house is left unto you desolate.” They 
rejected Him; He accepted their rejec- 

(Continued on page 260) 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 6. A FELLOWSHIP OF. MANY FOLLOWERS 


John 15:1-9; Romans 16:1-27; Philippians 2:12-17; Colossians 4:7-18; printed text, John 15:5-9; 
Philippians 2: 14-16; Romans 16:1-7 (In this order) 


Golden Text.— Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.—John 15:8 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
for without me ye can do nothing. 

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into 


fruit: 


the fire, and they are burned. 


7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye’ bear much fruit; 


so shall ye be my disciples. 
9 As the Father hath loved 
continue ye in my love. 


me, 


so 


Phil. 2:14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the 


God, without rebuke, in the midst of 


have I 


Rom. 16:1 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is 


He that 


also. 


a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: 

2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as beccmeth saints, and 
that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of 
you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself 


3 Greet Prisctlla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: 


Gentiles. 


5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. 
my well-beloved Epznetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia 


loved you: 


unto Christ. 


sons of 


crooked and per- 


4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the 


Salute 


6 Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us. 


7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, 
lowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also 


my kinsmen, and my fel- 


verse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; were in Christ before me. 
; . > ror >t ife: « Vv “o if7e ji 
16 Holding forth the word of life: that I may rejoice in Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neithe1 national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
laboured in vain. International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


MONG the themes which have in- 
A spired the noblest writing, friend- 

ship takes a high place. I have 
two delightful books before me now: 
“Friendship,” by Hugh Black (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., 316 Third Ave., Westwood, 
N. J., $1.50), and “Friendship the Master- 
Passion,” by H. Clay Trumbull (out of 
print). One cannot read such books 
without being conscious of breathing a 
clean, pure air, of being lifted to the 
uplands of human thought where petti- 
ness and selfishness seem remcte and 
alien. But the greatest book on friend- 
ship is the Bible. While it does not 
attempt a definition of friendship, nor 
give a formal history, nor offer a course 
in friendship-culture, yet there is no 
aspect of the great theme left untouched. 
As for examples of friendship, where 
shall we find them nobler than Ruth and 
Nacmi, or David and Jonathan? Yet 
even these are not the ultimate of friend- 
ship. For that we come to our Lord 
Himself. The shadow of the cross is 
already upon Him, and He is with those 
few chosen disciples whose slowness of 
understanding, lack of faith, and selfish 
aspirations have given Him many a pang 
of grief. But these are the men to whom 
He opens the door of perfect friendship. 
Read John 15: 13-15. 

Those who are so knit with Christ 
in the bonds of high and holy friend- 
ship find a friendship of like character 
springing up among themselves. So we 


find Paul a man with a great capacity 
for friendship. It would seem as if, 
when he met the Lord, his great capacity 
for hatred was exchanged fcr this other. 
Paul and Barnabas, Paul and Silas, Paul 
and Timothy, Paul and Luke, Paul and 
Priscilla and Aquila—these are but a 
few of the many friendships which en- 
riched the life of the great apostle. The 
more we know Christ, the bigger place 
will friendship find in our lives. In our 
three passages we have respectively. 
(1) the basis of friendship, (2) the ap- 
peal of friendship, (3) the practice of 
friendship. 


Verse by Verse 

John 15:5.—“I am the vine .. . with- 
out me ye can do nothing.” This nega- 
tive statement should keep us from toc 
much self-confidence, but notice that in 
this wonderful verse our Lord is offer- 
ing Himself to us in all His fullness of life 
and power as our all-sufficient resource 
for a life of rich fruitfulness. What a 
lovely act of friendship! 
in me, 
This is 
of 


Verse 6.—“If a man abide not 
he is cast forth burned.” 


an enlargement of the last phrase 
verse 5. Abiding in Christ is the place 
of the true believer. A man may pro- 


fess to be a Christian, but if he is not 
abiding in Christ, it is evident that his 
confidence is in himself, not in Christ. 
The end of that man is the fire. 


Verse 7.—“If ye abide and my 
words abide .. . ask .. . and it shall 
be done.” God is prepared to commit 
Himself absolutely to answer the prayers 
of the one here described, because such 


abiding and such submission to His Word 
are guarantee that the prayers will be 
of such a nature as He can grant. 

Verse 8.—“My Father glorified 
ye bear much fruit . my disciples.’ 
The answered prayer glorifies the Father 
(a supreme end in the thought of our 
Lord), and aims at producing greater 
fruit‘ulness in the Christian. Disciples 
are always in the making. Our advance 
in discipleship is measured by fruit 
bearing and the glory we bring to the 
Father. 

Verse 9.—“As the Father hath loved 
me, so have I loved you.” How rich 
we are in such love! How we should 
seek to live in the full beam of it! 


Phil. 2:14—“Do all things without 
murmurings and disputings.” This fol- 
lows from verse 13. If Ged is moving us 
to do that which is pleasing to Hin, it 
ought to be pleasing to us, and done 
without outward complaining or inward 
questioning. 


’ 


Verse 15.—“Blameless and harmless 

. without rebuke .. . as lights in the 
world.” For “lights” read “luminaries,” 
such as the sun, moon, and stars are 
in the heavens. “Harmless” is rather 
“unmixed,” therefore “pure.” There 
must be no “spots in the sun” to dim 
the light of our testimony, 

Verse 16.—“Holding forth the word of 
life.” The phrase belongs to verse 15. 
Our lives must not:dim the light of the 
Word which we hold alcft for the guid- 
ance of others. “That I may rejoice in 
the day of Christ.” See how the apostle 
enforces his plea for holiness by an ap- 
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Lesson for April 6 


peal to personal friendship: “I have 
expended much labor on you. Now do 
not let me down, but let me see the 
reward of my toil when we all stand 
before the Lord.” 

Rom. 16:1—‘“Phebe .. . a servant of 
the church which is at Cenchrea.” Phebe 
is thought to have been the bearer of the 
Letter to the Romans. She served the 
church at Cenchrea (about nine miles 
from Corinth) as a deaconess, as the 
word “servant” suggests. 

Verse 2—“That ye . . . assist her , 
for she hath been a succourer of many, 
and of myself also.” The Greek play 
upon words should be preserved: “stand 
by her, for she has stood by many.” 
Paul is anxious that she should receive 
in the distant city the same treatment 
she continually meted out to others. We 
do not know how specially she had 
helped Paul. 

Verse 3.—“Priscilla and Aquila.” See 
Acts 18:2, 18, 19, 24-26. Apparently they 
were now back in Rome. 

Verse 4.—‘Who have for my life laid 
down their own necks.” The expression 
means that they saved Paul’s life at the 
risk of their own. Perhaps this was in 
course of the tumult at Ephesus (Acts 
19). 

Verse 5.—“‘The church that is in their 
house.” Before the days cf church build- 
ings, believers met in homes. See Acts 
12:12; 18:6, 7; 1 Corinthians 16:19. So 
wherever this godly couple lived, their 
home was at the disposal of the church. 
“Epenetus , . . the firstfruits of Achaia.” 
For “Achaia” read “Asia,” and remember 
that it means the western portion of 
Asia Minor. 

Verse 6.—Mary, who bestowed much 
labour.” An unknown Mary, but not un- 
known to God. 

Verse 7.—“Andronicus and Junia, my 
kinsmen.” Probably meaning fellow 
Jews (see chap. 9:3). “Fellowprisoners” 
refers not to the moment of writing, 
but to a previous experience. They 
were older in the faith than Paul, and 
well known to the apostclic band. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In the first of our printed passages 
we see the One who can do everything 
befriending those who can do nothing. 
The benefactions, however, are not of 
the nature of “handouts,” which only 
render the helpless more helpless and 
the unprceductive still less productive. 
We are invited into a relation with 
Christ which means that His life, His 
power, His productiveness flow through 
us. We are asked to abide in Him as 
a branch abides in the vine. It is the 
place of trust and dependence, and it 
becomes the place of fruitfulness. The 
character to which we could never attain 
by diligence and discipline grows upon 
us as “the fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5: 
22, 23), and life becomes productive of 
good works otherwise impossible. Here, 
too, prayer becomes a reality, we have 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. March 30.—Luke, Physician and 
Historian. Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1, 
2; 16:6-10; 27:27; 28:1-10; Colos- 


sians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:1l 
Next Week's Lesson 


2. (15). April 13.—Thomas and the 
Risen Lord. John 11:14-16; 14:1-6; 20:24-29 








power with God, and, instead of dis- 
honoring Him by our impotence and the 
degradation of that divine image in 
which we were created, we bring glory 
to Him as we show more and more the 
likeness of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18). 

This relation to Christ as branches in 
the living vine sets us in a new rela- 
tion to the world. This world of 
darkness, where black passes for white, 
the crooked goes for straight, and per- 
verseness abounds. The branches in 
Christ are set as “luminaries” in such 
a world, to rebuke its iniquity and to 
lead those who will to the light of life. 
We are to extend “the word of life” to 
those who are alienated from God, but 
unless our lives show fair against the 
Word which we preach, we shall only 
darken the testimony. We owe it to 
those who have ministered to us in the 
Gospel, as well as to the needy world 
and the God who has saved us, to keep 
our testimony clear (Phil. 2: 14-16). 

There is nothing very personal about 
the idea of branches and luminaries, 
but our third passage, Romans 16:1-7, 
shows the followers of the Lord related 
to each other as real, distinct, individ- 
ual personalities. The deeper we abide 
in Christ. and the more fully we show 
forth His likeness, the more truly and 


is a 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT is the outstanding example of 

human friendship in the Old Tes- 

tament? 

2. Who 
God”? 

3. What two outcomes of abiding in 
Christ are noted in our passage in John 
15? 

4. What does our Lord say brings glory 
to the Father? 

5. Where is there an extensicn of John 
15:9? 

6. What is 
“blameless” and 
pians 2:15? 

7. What two things have to match in 
the Christian? 


gained the title, “friend of 


between 
Philip- 


the relation 
“harmless” in 


8. What unusual argument does the 
Apostle Paul use in urging upon the 
Philippians holiness of life? 

"9. What reason does Paul give the 


saints at Rome for standing by Phebe? 
10. How did Priscilla and Aquila help 
(1) Apollos, (2) Paul? 


(Answers on page 259) 
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completely shall we be ourselves. Per- 
sonality is not destroyed in Christ, but 
developed to its highest and best. So 
we see Phebe, the woman of action; 
Priscilla and Aquila, the noble couple 
ready to risk life itself in the cause of 
Christ and always keeping open house 
to the church: Mary the unknown, 
quietly bestowing loving ministry—and 
so all the way through this wonderful 
chapter of personalities. Here is where 
Christian friendship has full play. 
Outline of the Lesson 
1, Related to the Lord as branches (John 
15:1-9). 
2. Related to the world 
(Phil, 2:15, 16). 

3. Related to each other as personalities 
(Rom, 16:1-7). 
Topics for Development 
An Exemplary Couple. 
Aquila, mentioned in Romans 16:3, 4, 
are well worth a special study. Paul 
first met them at Corinth, where they 
were bravely starting over again in busi- 
ness as a result of their expulsion from 
Rome by the decree of Claudius (Acts 


as luminaries 


Priscilla and 


18:2). They were making good, so that 
they welcomed the help of another 
craftsman. That other craftsman was 


Paul, who lived with them as their em- 


ployees making tents with them. But 
if they were his “boss” in that sphere 
such was his impact upon them that 


when Paul left Corinth, they joined his 
company, willing to serve at his dicta- 
ticn. So he left them in Ephesus to 
establish a testimony there while he 
went on to Jerusalem to fulfill his vow 
(Acts 18:18-21). Then came Apollos, the 
Alexandrian orator, to Ephesus, zealous 
but untaught. Now think of the delicacy 
of the task undertaken by this “lay” 
couple—to instruct a young, fiery, able 
preacher! They did it with consummate 
grace, and with such profit that the 
brethren cf Ephesus were able to recom- 
mend Apollos to the good graces of the 
believers in Achaia (chap. 18:24-27). 
There can be no doubt where Priscilla 
and Aquila got their thorough ground- 
ing in the truth—it was given to the ac- 
companiment of tentmaking, back in 
Corinth. Whether it was in Corinth, 
Ephesus, or back in Rome after 
the ban on Jews was lifted, the hcme 
of this godly couple was always open 
to the church, and Paul’s greetings to 
them in his Roman Letter (chap. 16:4) 
tell us, what does not appear in Acts, 
that somewhere along the line they had 
interfered on Paul’s behalf at the risk 


of their own lives, a fact which was 
apparently known among the Gentile 


churches, and deeply appreciated by 


them. 
Personal Applications . 
The difference between abiding in 


Christ and not abiding in Christ is the 

difference between a living branch and 

a dead stick. 
The pruning 


hook is for the living 
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branch, and the fire for the dead stick; 
and there is no choice between (John 
15:2, 6). 

You don’t expect a dead stick to get 
its prayers answered, do you? (v. 7.) 

If you would be above outward re- 
proach (“blameless”), see that you are 
inwardly pure (“harmless”) (Phil. 2:15), 

See that your life corresponds with 
the “word of life” which you hold forth 
(Phil, 2:15, 16). 


Golden Text 

John 15:8.—“That ye bear much fruit.” 
The phrase “herein is my Father glori- 
fied” belongs to verse 7. The Father is 
glorified in answering the prayers of the 
saints (John 14:13). The purpose of the 
answered prayers is that we may in- 
crease in fruitfulness, so qualifying more 
and more for discipleship. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGcEsTED HyMNS 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Stand Up for Jesus” 
“Moment by Moment” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thee that Thou art graciops, O 
Lord, for we ever need Thy mercy, since 
in many ways we come short of pleasing 
Thee. Some of us need Thy pardon and 
renewal now. Grant them to us, we 
pray. Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us. Send 
us from here strengthened with Thy 
might in the inner man to resist temp- 
tation and to use our every opportunity 
to do good and serve Thee. Purify and 
empower Thy Church for her mission 
of making known the Saviour to lost and 
sinful men everywhere. Where sadness, 
sickness, and trouble are, be there to 
comfort, heal, and help. Where sin en- 
slaves men, arise and set them free. And 
where the powers of darkness do their 
worst, disperse them through Him who 
is the “light of the world.” Bless us in 
our homes and in our daily work, and 
make us ever more fruitful in the serv- 
ice of our Saviour. We ask all in His 
name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our lesson today 
leaves us faced with two very important 
questions. The first is this: Am I one 
of Christ’s branches? If our Lord should 
stand in our midst just*now and say, “I 
am the vine,” could He then truly say 
of each and all of us, “Ye are the 
branches”? The truth is that He is in 
our midst, as truly as though He were 
visible. To those of us who have not 
been born again to share His life, He is 
saying, “Come unto me.” If we will 
come, we shall be grafted into Him and 
shall share His life as the branch shares 
the life of the vine. This is too im- 
pertant a matter to leave unsettled any 
longer. Turn to the Saviour today that 
you may be truly joined unto Him. 
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The other question is for those already 
joined to Christ. Their question is this: 
Am I a fruit-bearing Christian? What 
is the use to a vine of a branch that 
bears no fruit? And what is the use of 
calling yourself a Christian if there is 
no fruit seen in your life, no change in 
your affections and ambitions, in your 
character and conduct? Our Lord wants 
each branch in Him to behave like a 


rirst MUST BE ‘tn’ CHRIST 


branch by just living in union with Him 
moment by moment, drawing on His life 
and strength for all the demands of 
Christian conduct and service. When we 
can truly say, 

Moment by moment I'm kept in His love: 

Moment by moment I've life from above, 
then people will see by the fruit our life 
yields that we belong to the Saviour. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 

w 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit” 
(John 15:5).—In presenting Himself as 
the vine, the Lord Jesus used a figure 
which was frequently applied to Israel in 
the Old Testament. See Psalm 80:8-18: 
Isaiah 5:1-7; Hosea 10:1. Israel “brought 

. . forth wild grapes.” Israel brought 
“forth fruit unto himself.” Hence Is- 
rael is set aside and the Lord Jesus be- 
comes the real and only source of fruit 
for God on the earth. 

So many Christians have difficulty 
with this chapter in John because they 
fail to realize that the Lord is not here 
giving the way of salvation, but the way 
of practical discipleship. This portion of 
the Word of God reveals the secret of 
fruitfulness. 

I was in a home some time ago where 
the lady of the house was extremely 
fond of salad dressing. She had tried 
various recipes until she found one with 
which she was so well pleased that she 
called it “A Million Dollar Recipe”! I 
tasted the dressing and liked it, but 
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thought the title of the recipe was —in the midst of a crooked and per- “Holding forth the word of life” (Phil. 
greatly exaggerated. John 15 can truth- verse naticn; (3) What we should be— 2:16).—‘“Thy word is a lamp unto my 
fully be called: “A Million Dollar blameless and harmless; (4) What we _ feet, and a light unto my path,” said 
Recipe for Fruitfulness!” In fact, no should do—shine as lights in the world. the psalmist (119:105). He also said, 
P amount of money can give us God’s esti- A preacher was once asked to preach “The entrance of thy words giveth light; 
um, mate and appreciation of a Christian who in a building which was temporarily it giveth understanding unto the simple” 
_ is bearing much fruit! without lights. “We'll do the lighting (chap. 119:130). 
+ as The secret is very simply stated, “He up,” said the people. Every parishioner When a soldier passed away, someone 
ure that abideth in me. and I in him.” brought a light of some kind, so that glanced at the flyleaf of his New Testa- 
1 in “Abideth” has been defined as “being the building presented a singular and ment. This is what was found written 
~18; perfectly at home.” Where the believer unique appearance. Is not this what is thereon: “Received [with the date]—de- 
ight is perfectly at home in the Lord, and wanted and needed today—light in the spised—neglected—read—believed—and 
ight the Lord is the believer, there shal] be pew as well as in the pulpit! found salvation.” But the Holy Scrip- 
Is- much fruit. And it is “much fruit” that 
be- glorifies our Father, who is the husband- 
Pult man. 
The fruit is at least ninefold: “love, joy, The Golden Text in Song 
ilty peace, longsuffering,.gentleness, goodness, 
ney faith, meekness, temperance.” Believers . 
ere are here to show forth the virtues, the John 15: 8. Robert Harkness 
vay graces, the excellencies of the Lord 4 aie S_f aD) P : 
| of Jesus. If we display the life of Christ “4 —_ Ss ————_ —$-fo tt o% a 
of down here, we are bringing forth fruit +—§—F “358 —J§ a I; — dts xm 3 
that will cheer the heart of God and ig wil 
ere man. - 
ely A Navajo Indian woman who had been Here-in is my Fa-ther glor -i - fied, that ye bear much fruit; 
ied healed of a terrible ailment by a mis- 2 2 e oe | 
ith sionary doctor was so impressed with Pees SS o—o—_s*—_p-o-* 
she the loving care he manifested, that she i 2)» — 9 — 2 — 2-1 -p—o—|—_, Ste . 
I said, “If Jesus is anything like the doc- I v—r— -P- =f 
, : § l 8 
ut tor, I can trust Him forever. y 











“Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you” (John 15:7).—While 
abiding in Him and while His words 
abide in us, there is not only fruitfulness, 
but also an acquaintance and communion 
with His mind so that we ask with lib- 
erty and have our desires granted; the 
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An elderly preacher, on his deathbed, 
was visited by a Christian friend, who 
in the course of conversation mentioned 
his family—all of whom with one ex- 
ception were believers. The preacher 
noticed the exception, and raising his 
eyes and his voice, said with a firmness 
and positiveness which astonished his 
friend, “John will not be lost!” John 
was a drunkard of the most degraded de- 
scription. Seeing his friend's astonish- 
ment, the old man repeated, “No, John 
will not be lost!” When asked what 
foundation he had for his faith in this 
particular, he replied: “The word and 
faithfulness of God. He has said, ‘Ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done’; and 
I have asked, I have pleaded for John 
every day for five years at the Throne 
of Grace; and depend on this, the Spirit 
of God never disposes us to plead and 
wrestle for any blessing which He is not 
disposed ultimately to grant.” His friend 
was silent and adds, “I visited John some 
years afterward, on his deathbed, and a 
more brokenhearted, penitent, and con- 
trite Christian I never saw.” 

“That ye may be blameless and harm- 
less” (Phil. 2:15) —When I was a young 
man, I heard this verse preached on in 
such an effective manner that I have 
not forgotten it to this day. The preacher 
divided the verse as follows: (1) What 
we are—sons of God; (2) Where we are 
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tures not only shed light on the way of 
salvation, but also on the Christian life, 
the Lord’s present sessicn in glory and 
His promised return, His millennial 
reign, and the new heavens and the new 
earth. 

“Phebe our sister ...a servant. . 
saints . @ succourer” (Rom. 16:1, 2). 
—What a commendation! “Sister” re- 
veals her relationship to the Lord (Matt. 
12:50), and to believers (1 Tim, 5:2). 
“Servant” manifests the fact that she 
was a worker, not a drone. She served 
the Lord in His members in the ,church 
at Cenchrea. “Succourer”—one who 
gave aid, help, assistance to many. What 
a testimony it would be if every sister 
and every brother could be so com- 
mended! 

From verse 3 to verse 15 we have a 
long list of names to whom the apostle 
sends salutations. Someone has said: 
“The apostle shows a wonderful discrim- 
ination in his salutations. This one is 
a kinsman, that one a helper; the other 
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is chosen in the Lord. Again, these are 
beloved, and that one is well-beloved. 

.. Some have labored and others have 
labored much. In the largeness of his 
spiritual affections he had a definite link 
with each. But evidently Priscilla and 
Aquila outshone all as the exponents of 
a love which was divine.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 


we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there are few more 
beautiful sights than a healthy vine 
loaded with luscious grapes. That is the 
picture that our Lord gives us of a 
growing, happy, fruitful life. No cne 
can look upon it without wishing he 
might live a life like that. A fellcw 
may drift into sin, and before he knows 
it a habit has become his master. His 
efforts to snap out of it grow more and 
more feeble, and after a while he gives 
up and settles down in helpless, hcpeless 
bondage. Truly a sorry situation. But 
thanks be to God there is a way out, 
and Jesus is showing us that way in His 
picture of the fruit-laden grapevine. 
When God made man in His own 
image, He put something in there that 
can never te satisfied without Him, or 
away from Him. How fortunate we are 
that the way is made so clear and so 
simple! Jesus told Nicodemus how sim- 
ple it is. “And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness” (John 3:14), 
He said. When the Israelites were dy- 
ing in the wilderness, being bitten by 
poisonous serpents, God told Moses to 


put “a fiery serpent” on a pole, and 
everyone who merely looked upon it 
would be healed. As simple as that. 


No matter how weak or how near death, 
one might turn his eye toward that ob- 
ject and live. None so far gone in sin 
but can be saved. “Wherefore he is able 
also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him” (Heb. 7:25). 
Just reach out and take it. “As many 
as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (John 1:12). 

Now back to the grapevine. Jesus 
told His disciples (and you and me), “I 
am the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing” (John 
15:5). Have you ever looked closely at 
a branch abiding in the vine? It is very 
firm and very still. Out there the leafy 
branch is moving some in the breeze, but 
where it is joined to the vine it is quite 
steady, because the stocky vine, rooted 
deep in the soil, is immovable. Yet 
something very definite is going on there, 
Jesus says, “He that abideth in me, and 
I in him.” The warm, life-giving sap 
flows from the vine into the “abiding” 
branch—it has to bear fruit! 

Some people seem to think that to 


March 22, 1952 


bear fruit they must buzz around and 
make a Ict of noise, but that is not what 
Jesus taught. He said simply to abide 
in Him. That is yielding yourself to 
Him—it is a complete surrender. You 
need not worry about the fruit—what 
kind of fruit or how much fruit. The 
fruit is bound to come if you abide in 
Him. And what is abiding? Well, here 
is a part of it, anyway. Look at Jesus. 
Lock at Him as God’s Word presents Him 
—study Him there, and the Holy Spirit 
will reveal Him to you in a most graphic 
and wonderful way. Talk to Him. 
(That’s praying.) When your besetting 
sin attacks you, turn away from every- 
thing that suggests it, and look at Jesus. 
It was when Peter took his eyes off 
Jesus walking on the sea and looked at 
the boistercus waves and winds that he 
sank. But when he turned his eyes on 
the Lord walking on the water and 
cried out, “Lord, save me. Imme- 
diately Jesus stretched forth his hand, 
and caught him.” 

When the branch loosens from the safe, 
steady stem, the life-giving sap is cut 
off, the leaf withers, the fruit fails, and 
the branch is only fit to be burned. 
When a fellow leaves off reading his 
Bible, neglects his prayer time, quits 
Sunday school and church, he becomes 
an easy prey to his besetting sin; he 
loses his taste for the things that are 
pure and holy, and possibly too late he 
realizes what he has lost and what he 
is missing. 

But look again at that branch loaded 
with fruit. That can be you if you will 
connect and abide. Jesus holds out to 
you the connection; you only have to 
receive it. It is as simple as that. 

FonTaNna Dam, N. C. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Only the Light To Be Seen.—Herein 
is my Father glorified (John 15:8, 
Golden Text). 

His lamp am I, to shine where He shall 

say, 

And lamps are not for sunny rooms, 

Nor for the light of day. 

And as sometimes a flame we find, 

Clear, shining through the night, 

So bright we do not see the lamp, 

But only see the light; 

So may I shine—His light the flame— 

That men may glorify His name 

—Annie Johnson Flint. 
—From Our Hope. Sent by Josephine 
A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


No Discord When Tuned to Christ.— 
Without me ye can do nothing (John 
15:5). One morning a... pastor entered 
his church to meditate and pray. He 








Les 





hear 
—sin 
bina 
gan. 
chur 
wor! 
these 
The 
mide 
Dr. I 
morr 
for i 
make 
then 
then 
the h 
—Fre 
Hora 
Mont 
peka 


Ne 
man 
a bre 
Wher 
Inlan 
of a 
askec 
15, 
abidi 
ing 1. 
I cea 
I we 
shoul 
sciou 
the . 
Richt 


His 
abide 
will, 
(Joh 
trans: 
dense 
tain | 
four 
and s 
you t 
day a 
you s 
swere 
on th 
stancs 
chart 
fog.” 
praye 
when 
do nc 
Sure 
Mr. | 
Quebe 
“1000 
Sent 


If ¢ 
That! 
and d 
Beech 
hiring 
will } 
horse 
horse 
wistfu 
my ch 
by Gi 





Vea MMG®- ~~ Ot te 


~ 


‘ 


i 
l 





Lesson for April 6 


heard sounds coming from the sanctuary 
—single notes, then chords, then com- 
binations emitting from the chancel or- 
gan. Silently he walked into the empty 
church to watch the organ tuner at 
work. “Sir, how do you tune all 
these pipes so as tc make harmony?” 
The organ tuner replied, “I first tune 
middle ‘C’ and then all the rest to it.” 
Dr. David Berger left the sanctuary that 
morning with a great spiritual secret, 
for in his soul was this message—first 
make Christ the center of ycur life and 
then tune all else to Him. There will 
then be no discord, but there will be 
the harmony which God intended for you, 
—From “Pattern for Prosperity,” by 
Horace A. Larsen, Th.D., in Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Rcbinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration, 


Never Conscious of Not Abiding.—If a 
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as 
a branch, and is withered (John 15:6). 
When Hudson Taylor, founder of China 
Inland Mission, was staying in the home 
of a friend on one occasion, his host 
asked him, as they were discussing John 
15, “But are you always conscious of 
abiding in Christ?” “While I was sleep- 
ing last night.” Mr. Taylor replied, “did 
I cease to abide in your house because 
I was unconscious of being here? I 
should say that we should never be con- 
scious of not abiding in Christ.—From 
the Pilgrim. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


His Eye Was Not on the Fog.—If ye 
abide in me, ... ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you 
(John 15:7). George Mueller was on a 
transatlantic steamer, and there was a 
dense fog on the St. Laurence. The cap- 
tain had been on the bridge for twenty- 
four hours. Mr, Mueller came to him, 
and said, “Captain, I have come to tell 
you that I must be in Quebec on Satur- 
day afternoon.” The captain said, “Don't 
you see the fog, sir?” Mr. Mueller an- 
swered, “My eye is not on the fog, but 
on the God who controls every circum- 
stance of my life. Let us go to the 
chart room and ask Him to disperse the 
fog.” They went, and Mr. Mueller 
prayed. The captain was about to pray, 
when Mr. Mueller said, “Captain, you 
do not need te pray; the fog is going.” 
Sure enough, the fog was lifting, and 
Mr. Mueller kept his engagement in 
Quebec that Saturday afternoon.—From 
“1000 Acts and Facts,” by Hy. Pickering. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


If Only Church Members Were Like 
That!—Do all things without murmurings 
and disputings (Phil. 2:14). Henry Ward 
Beecher was told of a horse that he was 
hiring, “He will work any place you 
will put him, and will do all that any 
horse can do.” Beecher regarded the 
horse with great admiration, and said 
wistfully, “I wish he were a member of 
my church.”—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 
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The Best Books on Christianity.— 
Among whom ye shine as lights in the 
world; holding forth the word of life 
(Phil. 2:15, 16). A wicked, drunken 
woman in one of cur large cities was 
attracted to a church one Sunday eve- 
ning and was corverted to Christ. The 
pastor of the church went to see her 
husband and found him a shrewd me- 
chanic. He was very bitter against 
Christiarity and greatly fascinated by 
Ingersoll’s sneers at the Bible. He was 
also full of contempt at his wife’s con- 
version, and said that he had no doubt 
that she wculd soon get over it. Six 
months passed. Then one evening the 
man called to see the pastor. “I have 
read all the leading books on the evi- 
dences of Christianity,” he said, “and 
I can stand out against their arguments. 
But for the past six months I have had 
an open book before me, in the person 
of my wife, that I am not able to an- 
swer. I have come to the conclusion 
that I am wrong and that there must be 
something holy and divine about a re- 
ligion that would take that woman and 
change her into the loving, patient, 
prayerful, singing saint that she is now.” 
The best books on Christianity are the 
men and women who live transformed 
lives in fellowship with Christ—From 
the local Baptist bulletin. Sent by 
Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 
te 


Pressed Down, Running Over.—That 
ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh 
saints, and that ye assist her in what- 
soever business she hath need of you 
(Rom, 16:2). Florence V. Christie of the 
Asyut (Egypt) Orphanage relates an in- 
cident showing Gcd's care for hundreds 
of orphans in that institution during 
World War II. 

Great Britain had been at war for 
two years. Food at the orphanage was 
strictly rationed. Clothing was in tat- 
ters, and the treasury was empty. For 
thirty-one years God had proved His 
Word to Lillian Thrasher, affectionately 
known as “The Nile Mother,” that He 
is “a father of the fatherless.” But now 
the supreme test had come. Would they 
starve? In desperation, Miss Thrasher 
sent to all the missionaries assisting her 
an urgent call to prayer. 

Hungrily, four hundred and fifty or- 
phan ‘girls cried to God for food and 
clothing. Some with tears streaming 
down their cheeks prayed silently. Little 
Figa, who had an ugly scalp wound, but 
who knew the Lord, said, with hands 
outstretched to Heaven, “Lord, You have 
said when our fathers and mothers for- 
sake us, then You will take us up.” 

At the height of the trial an urgent 
appeal was received by Miss Thrasher 
that she should come to Cairo imme- 
diately. When she arrived, the American 
Ambassador, Alexander Kirk, revealed 
startling news. A Red Cross ship, the 
Kasandra Louluodis, with a cargo for 
Greek refugees, was nearing Piraeus, 
Greece, when that country capitulated to 
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the Axis armies. By radio the ship was 
then ordered to go to Alexandria, Egypt. 
Mr. Kirk told Miss Thrasher of the large 
supplies of clothing and food on the 
ship, including hundreds of kegs of pow- 
dered milk, huge sacks of rice, hundreds 
of sacks of flour and beans. Then Mr. 
Kirk asked her, “Can you use any of 
these things?” She related the needs of 
the orphanage. Imagine her feelings 
when she saw these things that after- 
noon, unloaded from the ship, stretched 
out on the sand as far as she could see! 

At once Mr. Kirk ordered a convoy 
of trucks to convey large supplies to 
the orphanage. Trainloads were sent 


later. Excitement ran high at the or- 
phanage! Each girl received two dresses, 


the boys trousers and shirts, the widows 
their garments, and there was focd for 
all. The Ambassador even paid the 
freight charges—nearly a thousand dol- 
lars! God does care!—From Tom Olson, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


LL last quarter we studied about 
early followers of Christ. What a 
splendid group of people they were! 
Name as many as you can remember. 
Today we are still thinking about the 
early followers of Christ. This time, 
not one special person, but the whole 
fellowship. 

Turn first to John 15. This chapter 
gives some of the last words of the Lord 
Jesus when He was here on earth. It 
helps us to understand how entirely we 
depend on Him for everything. Read 
the first five verses. Christ is here pic- 
tured as “the vine,” that means the 
plant that produces the fruit which the 
branches bear. Those who belong to 
Him are called “branches.” There are 
four different kinds of branches: (1) 
those bearing no fruit, (2) those bearing 
some fruit, (3) those bearing more fruit, 
(4) those bearing much fruit. 

What happens to the branches which 


bear no fruit? (They are taken away.) 
I knew a girl whose life was an illus- 
tration of that. Jean was saved when 


she was about the age of you girls. She 
had no Christian background, having 
come from a broken home. But her Sun- 
day school friends did all they could to 


help her. For a time it seemed as if 
she would be a fruit-bearing Christian, 
but she started going with a worldly 
group and finally quit Sunday school 
altogether. She lived so much like an 
unsaved person that her Christian 
friends sometimes asked one another 
sadly, “Was Jean ever really born 
again?” 


After a few years, Jean took seriously 
ill, and it was feared that she would 
die. One of her Christian friends visited 
her in the hospital. Jean said: “Please 
pray for me. I know that I have not 
been living like a Christian, but if the 
Lord will only make me well, I will 
serve Him.” The Lord answered prayer, 
and Jean did recover. But, sad to say, 
she forgot the promises she had made 
when so ill, and went right back to her 


worldly life. Once more her friends 
wondered, “Was Jean ever really born 
again?” 

Time went on, and once more Jean 


became very ill. This time there was 
even less hope of recovery. But her 
Christian friends visited her and told 
her they were praying fcr her. 

Jean said: “There is no use praying 
that I'll get well. I know I am going to 
die. I’ve wasted my life, and God is 
taking me Home in disgrace.” 

“Are you sure you were ever really 
saved?” asked one of her friends gently. 

“Oh, yes,” said Jean, “I remember very 
as my 
I know I am going to Heaven 
me, but,” she 
“T have wasted my life.” 
She did not recover. 


well the day I accepted Christ 
Saviour. 
because Jesus died for 
added sadly, 

Jean was right. 
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Not long before she died, she said to a 
Christian friend: “Will you do some- 
thing for me? Will you tell as many 
young people as you can, how I felt 
when I came to die? It’s so sad to waste 
your life, and so go into Heaven empty- 
handed. If even one of the young peo- 
ple hearing about me, decided to really 
live for Christ, maybe He will count 
that I did do a little bit for Him!” 

Jean’s death was peaceful, for she 
knew her Saviour would take her safe 
to Heaven, but it was shadowed because 
she realized that she had borne no fruit 
for Him. 

Those who bear some fruit are purged 
or pruned that they may bring forth 
more fruit I'll never forget a dear 
Christian man who suffered a_ very 
painful accident. When I heard of it, 
I was afraid his faith -would fail, for 
he had been saved only a few months. 
Befcre going to see him, I prayed that 
I might have wisdom to comfort him 
and help him see that the Lord had only 
allowed his trcuble for his good. The 
Lord showed it to him without my help, 
I first expressed sympathy for him, but 
before I could say anything more, he 
said, “Yes, it is quite painful, but,” then 
his eyes filled with tears, “I am so thank- 
ful to the Lord for bothering to train 
me!” The man recovered, and was used 
by the Lord to win a number of his 
ungodly relatives to Christ. He grate- 
fully accepted the purging, and so bore 
more fruit. 
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Read John 15:6-9. Verse 8, our Golden 
Text, tells the result of bearing much 
fruit. (God is glorified.) And that is 
the reason we were created in the first 
place: “To glorify God, and to enjoy 
him for ever.” 

Verse 9 overwhelms us with the great- 
ness of Christ’s love for us, and verse 
12 tells us that we are to love one an- 
other with a love like that. The early 
Christians understood their relationship 
to God’and to one another better than 
many do today, and they did love Christ 
and one another devotedly. 

Now turn to Philippians 2:14-16 and 
see the relationship of Christ’s followers 
to the world. (They were to be “blame- 
less and harmless,” to “shine as lights 
in the world,” and to hold “forth the 
word of life.”) Yes, both their lives and 
their words were to be a testimony to 
the unsaved. Here again the early 
Christians are an example to us. 

Romans 16 names a number of those 
first followers of Christ. As we read it, 
let us list the women’s names and what 
is said about each of them. 

Phebe—had been a help to Paul,and to 
others. 

Priscilla—had risked her life for Paul 

Mary—bestowed much labor on him 

Junia—was related to Paul, and was 
a prisoner for Christ's sake. 

Tryphena and _ Tryphosa 
much in the Lord. 

Persis—was beloved, and labored much 
in the Lord. 


labored 





Julia—is the eighth and last woman's 
name, but at least three other women 
are mentioned whose names are not 


given. 

Now, what kind of Christians are you 
girls going to be? Like poor Jean, who 
bore no fruit? Or will you be like 
these fine Christian women, mentioned 
in Romans 16, who loved much and 
labored much in the Lord? 

Assignment: For next Sunday, I would 
like you each to write a paragraph on 
“One Revtson Why I Know That Jesus 
Really Rose From the Dead.” 

FERNDALE, WASH, 

we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture 

Many Followers of Jesus 

(John 15:1-9; Rom. 16:1-7) 
OW many of you have followed Luke 
as he followed the life of the Lor« 
with his pen? (Add footsteps to the 
poster.) As you read, did you meet 
again some of the followers of Christ 
we have met these last months? Levi 
or Matthew; the sinful woman with the 
jar of perfume; Mary and Martha; Pete: 
James, and John.) Will you follow with 
Luke the rest of the way this coming 
week, the week when we think espe- 
cially of our Lord and of His death fo. 

us? 

It was the last night that He was with 
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His friends on earth that He said to 
them—John wrote these things down 
for us—Like a branch in a vine, you must 
stay in Me, or you won’t ever be good 
for anything, (Read John 15:5.) More 
than following the Lord Jesus, we must 
live in Him, and He in us. Then He 
says, “Ye are my friends, if ye do what- 
soever I command you” (John 15:14, 
Memory Verse). Many are the followers, 
the friends, the branches of the Lord 
Jesus. Everyone in this class name one 
Bible follower. (Use this opportunity 
to review the lessons of the past quarter 
briefly.) There are many, many more. 

Today I would like you to meet three 
whom you may not have known before. 
One of them carried Paul’s Letter to 
Rome. Phebe had some kind of busi- 
ness, I dcn’t know what it was. Perhaps 
like Lydia she colored and sold purple 
cloth. But she worked not only for her- 
self but for the Lord. There were many 
poor people then as there are now. 
Phebe would take them food or clothes 
or money. She would teach the mothers 
to please the Lord by taking good care 
of their families and loving their hus- 
bands (Titus 2:4,5). Perhaps she would 
tell the children about the Lord Jesus. 
She helped Paul. Perhaps she enter- 
tained him and his helpers in her home 
as Lydia did. 

Now Phebe was going on business to 
Rome, the big city of the world. Paul 
asked: “Would you take a letter to 
Rome for me? [There were no mailmen 
in those days.] I have wanted to visit 
Rome for a long time, but I haven’t 
been able to go myself. I wceuld like to 
send them a letter to tell them some of 
the important things about following 
Christ.” So he spoke the words and 
Tertius wrote them down. “Hate what 
is evil: hold fast to what is good” (Rcm, 
12:9, R.S.V., Memory Verse for Febru- 
ary 10). “Phebe is taking this letter. 
She is a good Christian, a helper in the 
church at Cenchrea. Help her all you 
can about her business in Rome because 
she has helped many people, and me, 
too.” 

It was a long trip to Rome in those 
days. prebably on a sailing vessel. On 
Sunday Phebe met with some group of 
Christians there, perhaps in Priscilla’s 
home. The letter was read. Oh! there 
were special greetings to Priscilla and 
Aquila! Perhaps they were Paul’s dear- 
est friends in that faraway city of Rome. 
They were a family who moved around 
a geod deal, too. Once before they had 
lived in Rome (Acts 18:2), but the em- 
peror dreve them out because they were 
Jews. Then they went to Greece, where 
they set up their shop making tents. 
One day a new preacher came to town. 
He was working his way, making tents, 
too. So he got a job with Aquila. That 
preacher was Paul. One day unbeliev- 
ing Jews stirred up a mob of people to 
try to get Paul. Somehow Priscilla and 
Aquila were able to keep him safe, 
though they might have been killed 
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themselves. Wherever Priscilla and 
Aquila lived, they used their home for 
the Lord. They entertained the preach- 
ers, invited the Christians to meet for 
church, and helped all they could. 

Pens, trips, homes can all be used for 
the Lord Jesus. What about bicycles, 
feet, hands? But this week especially 
your eyes may be used to finish reading 
the Gospel of Luke, 

Orono, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


UST for a change this quarter, I'd 

suggest that we study some of the 
types of children in our classes. We all 
have or have had these various kinds 
of children in our classes, so they are 
all of interest to all of us, and you may 
be having a problem with some of them 
at this time. 

Probably the child who is always pres- 
ent is the mischievous one, who is alert 
and sees every opportunity to have fun. 
He is not intentionally a troublemaker, 
but he makes plenty of trouble. His 
outstanding characteristic is his sense of 
humor, and his love of fun. You can 
pick him out in any class by his twin- 
kling eyes, and his mirthful smile. Don't 
be too hard on him. The very things 
that are so troublesome now will be 
very commendable traits when they are 
brought under contrel. An adult with- 
out a sense of humor is like an egg 
without salt, almost impossible. 

In his Primary days, our boy’s sense 
of humor is very crude, and his desire 
for fun overbalances some other desires, 
but he will outgrew these unbalances. 
He generally has a pal whose only job 
is to laugh at all the things done or 
said by Mr. Mischievous. Separate them, 
and try to give them both a definite task 
during the class. Jokes and tricks are 
not rearly so funny if there is no admir- 
ing audience to laugh. If a good chance 
comes, turn a few jokes on him. They 
are never so funny when the point is 
against him. Or tell a funny story and 
let the children all laugh, then get their 
interest in something serious. The solu- 
tion for this child preblem is the same 
as all the rest of them, get the child 
really interested in what you are teach- 
ing. There are no discipline problems 
for interested children. Of course this 
is easier said than done, in fact, most 
of our studying and planning as teachers 
is to accomplish this one thing. Use 
these alert mischief-makers to do some- 
thing in the class whenever possible. 

Now for the lesson. It is a friendly 
Letter written by Paul to the saints at 
Rome, telling of the many friends who 
were friends of Jesus, and who were 
serving the Lord in different places. It 
is just such a letter as we might write 
to a Christian friend, sending greetings 
to many of our friends that are preaching 
or teaching the Word. The thought we 
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can make plain to the children is that 
of the friendship between those who love 
the Lord Jesus. I have many Christian 
friends whom I have never seen. Some 
have been friends by correspondence for 
many years, 

It is hard for small children to under- 
stand this fellowship of Christians. Per- 
haps this story might help them. Once 
upon a time there was a family with 
five children. They were all friends of 
Jesus, father and mother and all the 
children. It was one of the loveliest 
families you could ever find. They all 
loved all the rest. They loved to hear 
the Bible read. They loved to sing the 
Sunday school songs. Once in a great 
while one of the children was naughty, 
but they were so very sorry, and were 
forgiven, and the trecuble was soon for- 
gotten. Nobody ever kept a grudge. Not 
one child ever said a saucy thing to 
Daddy or Mother. They expected to 
mind them cheerfully. 

Then something happened. A cousin 
came to live with them. He was not a 
friend of Jesus, in fact, he didn’t even 
believe in Him. He said swear words, 
he lied, he fought. It was terrible. At 
first the children of the family just kept 
still and watched him. Then they began 


to get angry. When he swore, his 
cousins told him he couldn't play with 
them any more. When he lied, they 


called him a liar. When he wanted to 
fight, he got a good whipping from his 
cousins, 

The father and mother knew some- 
thing had to be done about it, for they 
had to keep the boy for scme months. 
So they talked to him and told him that 
all the trouble he had was because he 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 251) 


1. David and Jonathan. 

2. Abraham (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; 
Jas. 2:23). 

3. Fruit bearing (v. 5) and power in 
prayer (v. 7) 

4. Having our prayers answered. Note, 
the phrase “herein is my Father glori- 


fied” properly belongs in verse 7. 
John 13:34, and in a special relation 
see Ephesians 5:25. 

6. The harmlessness (really inward 
purity) is the cause of the blamelessness, 
For an example see Daniel 6:4, 5. 

7. The word we preach and the life we 
live (Phil. 2:15, 16). 

8. A personal plea that his work in 
their behalf be not found in vain when 
Christ returns. 

9. She had stood by 
6: 38. 

10. (1) Instructed him in the true doc- 
trine (Acts 18:24-26); (2) saved him in 


many. See Luke 


some dangerous situation at the risk of 
their own lives (Rom. 


WHEATON, ILL. 


16:4). 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


did not love the Lord Jesus. They 
prayed with him, and for him. Then 
they talked to their children and told 
them there was but one way to get this 


trouble cleared up, and that was to pray 


(15) 259 








HEY, WINDBAG 


Why don’t you DO some- 
thing about my Christian 
home education, instead 














for the cousin. No more quarreling, just TALKING ab 
prayer. After a very few days of prayet of just TALKING about 
the boy broke down and said he wanted ™ 
to belong to this family: he didn’t want Subscribe today. Introductory offer, three 
to be outside of all their good times months of THe Curistian Parent, for 
He truly began to believe in the Lord parents and families, and My Cuum, chil 
Jesus Christ, and he was changed, just dren’s magazine, both for only $1. _ Each 
as every child is when he lets Jesus $2.50 a year 
come into his heart. And as soon as he THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO 
was a friend of Jesus, he was a friend Box S Highland, Illinois 
of everybody in that family. He loved 

When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 





for Every Age! 


‘She BOOK 
of LIFES: 


Helps in preparing for life; bedtime 
stories, poems, visual aids, prayers 
in large, readable type for little folks. 


can satisfy it. Let us show you how. 


Earnest Christian Ministers, Superintendents. 
Teachers and other Christian workers have discovered 
a new and vital ministry in distributing this great 
work while adding materially to their income. They 
recognize and acclaim its power to lead young people 
naturally to accept Christ and reject immoral in- 


fluences tearing at wholesome living. 


THE BOOK OF LIFE helps the whole family see the 
wonders of God’s Holy Word. These 8 beautiful 
volumes make the Bible a living book for every age, 
young and old. 950 illustrations, maps, visual aids 
and many other helps. A treasury of spiritual wealth — 


4100 pages. 


Booklet “Opportunity Plus” FREE on request 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY ING. 





Also Publishers of STORIES OF HYMNS WE LOVE 
Chicago 5, Il. 


1018 S. Wabash Dept.L5 









EARNINGS 
OPPORTUNITY 


Our representatives, full or part time, find joy and 
prosperity in the Christian service they render by in- 
troducing THE BOOK OF LIFE. Many have doubled 
their income. The soul hunger is everywhere. You 






ine a mat 
con rete, th gin gore 


4o 
S09* i, yt Yn She, 









Growing School children: Ex- 
citing Bible Stories, photo- 


graphs, maps, Bible games. 





Youth: Bible History. Religious 
art, choice Literary selection, 
Study courses for groups. 





Family 


Worship: Devotional 
aids, helps for parents, Bible 
studies, Sunday School helps, 








260 (16) 
LIBRARIES 


. of religious books purchased 
Get our offer — good prices paid 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE 
Dept. ST - - Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 





Free booklet on the much disputed doc- 
tr'ne of predestination (20 pages). 


Coes GOD SAVE BY ELECTION?” 


No need for controversy here! 


Write: 
E. STEVENS, Rt. 1, Box 335 Riverside, California 
(Stamps appreciated) 





When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 


TEACHING STEWARDSHIP —i¢77, 


Gem Bank prester for 
collecting thday, Missionary 
and special offerings. Plastic base 
and top; locked with bolt and nut. 
Each only $1.60. At your dealer. 
Complete catalog of Sunday School 
supplies Free. Write today. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC, *2,202%% WABASH. Derr. 26 















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


them, and they loved him. That’s the 
way all Christians should be, loving 
others because they all love the Lord 
Jesus. 

Some people belong to clubs or soci- 
eties, and enjoy the friends who also 
belong to them, but the greatest group 
in the world is the circle of people who 
are all lovers of the Lord Jesus. This 
is a circle that no person can enter with- 
out loving Jesus. Be sure every child 
is in that circle. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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Notes on John’s Gospel 
(Continued from page 249) 


tion and disassociated Himself from 
them. 

In John 14 to 17, the words, “My Father,” 
and the word, “Father,” in relaticn to 
Christ, are used more than forty times. 
Never are they used without immediate 
allusion to the Son. Never are they used 





Handsome Wisconsin Hall for Men, 
and comfortable dormitory room. 





Tina Lord Himself commanded, 
and TAYLOR has ever sought to 

bey. The great Missionary Bishop Wil- 
lien Taylor, whose name the institution 
still bears, personally laid the corner- 
stone of the first building on its present 
campus. He gave TAYLOR his hearty 
endorsement, prayed for it three times 
daily, and ever assisted it with his influ- 
ence and means. The William Taylor 
Foundation, a non-profit corporation, 
still holds control. 


TAYLOR continues firmly to 
maintain those traditional objectives of 
personal scriptural holiness and world 
evangelism which: were Bishop Taylor’s 
motivating passions. Despite the fact 
that the present institution is an accred- 
ited college of arts and sciences, in 105 
— of work, one of every ten graduates 

as entered foreign missionary service. 


UNIVERSITY 


Write at once for a finely 
illustrated booklet “Survey- 
ing TAYLOR”, which is 
yours for the asking. Please 
Clip Coupon. 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
Taylor University, Vpland, Ind. 
Please mail me your illustrated Bro- 
chure: ‘Surveying TAYLOR". Box T 
Name 

Addr 


eS 











<= eeeeeeeeeeeeeed 



































March 22, 1952 


in reference to man, not even to the 
disciples, 

John 15:25.—But this cometh to pass, 
that the word might be fulfilled that is 
written in their law, They hated me 
without a cause. Where does this quo- 
taticn occur? In Psalm 35. Jesus had 
in mind the experiences of David as por- 
trayed across this Psalm. In Psalm 35: 
17 (marg.), David speaks of himself as 
“my only one.” “False witnesses did 
rise up: they laid to my charge things 
that I knew not. They rewarded me 
evil for good to the spoiling of my soul” 
(vs. 11,12). “The abjects gathered them- 
selves together against me, . . . they 
gnashed upon me with their teeth .. . 
[They] hate me without a cause” (vs. 15, 
16,19). “They speak not peace: but they 
devise deceitful matters against them 
that are quiet in the land” (v. 20). 

Jesus spoke peace: “If the world hate 
you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. . If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you” (John 
15:18, 20). “Peace I leave ... you, my 
peace I give .. . you” (Jchn 14:27). 

“They opened their mouth wide against 
me, and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath 
seen it” (Psa. 35:21). “Thou hast seen, 
O Lord: keep not silence: O Lord, be 
not far from me” (v, 22). 

This is almost a_ transcription of, 
“When he suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously” (1 Pet, 2:23). 

And the 35th is called an imprecatory 
Psalm. 

John 15:26, 27—But when the Com- 
forter is come, .. . he shall testify of 
me: and ye also shall bear witness, be- 
cause ye have been with me from the be- 
ginning. In Revelation 22:17, the wit- 
nessing Spirit and the witnessing bride 
say “Come,” inviting men to Christ. When 
their witness to the uttermost end of the 
earth is complete, He will “come quickly” 
(v. 20). 

The Alpha is the root and offspring of 
David in earthly humiliation. 

The Omega is the bright and morning 
star of His return. 


OHN 16:21.—For joy that a man is 
born into the world. Jesus uses the 
word anthropos, “a human being”; not 
aner, “a male.” It would have been truer 
to our Lord’s meaning to translate it, 
“For joy that a child is born into the 
world.” It is the heathen of China who 
name their girl children “Not Wanted.” 
John 16:33.—In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, is more correctly. “In the 
world ye have tribulation, but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
Our Lord did not enccurage His disciples 
to anticipate tribulation. Indeed, that 
would be quite contrary to His teaching, 
for He told them to take no thought of 
the morrow, that sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof. 
The word tharsei, “Be of good cheer,” 
is used in the Gospels by Christ in six 
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Lesson for April 6 


out of the seven times where it occurs, 
and, even in the seventh, the word is an 
echo of His voice, “And they call the 
blind man, saying unto him, Be of good 


comfort, rise; he calleth thee” (Mark 
10:49). 
The eighth time the word occurs is 


in Acts 23:11, where Christ says to Paul 
in the night watches, “Be of good cheer, 
Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in 
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness 
also at Rome. 

“Son [teknon], be of good cheer.” He 
said to the sick of the palsy (Matt. 9:2); 
“Daughter, be of good comfort,” to the 
weman with the of blood (Matt. 
9:22). “Be of good cheer [courage],” 
were the words addressed to the fear- 
ful disciples in the roaring storm on the 
lake, “It is I: be not afraid” (Mark 6: 
50). And, at the Last Supper, we find, 
“In the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer: I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33). 


issue 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 6 
1. What Is Holy Week? 
(Mark 11:1-11; 14:32-36) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
and are 


Society of Christian Endeavor, 
used by permission. 
VERY year, just before Easter, a 


large section of the Christian church 
observes what is called Holy Week, or 
Passion Week. It commemcrates the 
last week of our Lord's earthly life, in- 
cluding the official presentation of Him- 
self as Messiah and King to the Jewish 
nation on what we call Palm Sunday, 
through to the Lord’s crucifixion and 
death on the cross and His entombment 
in Joseph cf Arimathea’s sepulcher, 
The real value of the observation of 
Holy Week lies not in some peculiar vir- 
tue inherent in this particular season, 
nor even in any special effort on the 
part of Christians to live more holy lives 
at this particular time. Every day and 
every week throughout the year should 
be “hcly” or set apart to God by true 
believers, and every day should be 
looked upon as an opportunity to get to 
know God better and to live more faith- 
fully and consistently in obedience to 
Him than in the days that have passed. 
However, many Christians down 
through the years have found it helpful 
at certain times of the year in their 
public worship and private devotions to 
meditate upon certain events in the life 
of the Lord Jesus, lest they forget who 
He is, and what He has done for them. 
By so doing we not only refresh our own 
memories and renew our cwn apprecia- 
tion of what Christ means to us, but we 
witness to those who do not know Him 
our faith in Him and love for Him, For 
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these reasons, therefore, we commemo- 
rate each year the Lord’s birth, Easter, 
Pentecost, Children’s Day, and the sea- 
son mentioned in our topic this week, 
Holy Week. 
eg 

And what are some of the events that 
fell within the last week of our Lord’s 
earthly ministry that make it profitable 
to recall that week each year as Holy 
Week? First came the Lord’s entrance 
into Jerusalem, meek and lowly and rid- 
ing upon an ass, the beast of peace, not 
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WANTED 


A young woman interested in serving the Lord in New 
York City handling switchboard and helping in guest 
office of Christian institution. Write Adv. No. 692, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa 








ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure. you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 









“Sailing with Christ’’—the 
all-new Gospel Light Va- 
cation Bible School series 
has complete step-by-step 
daily programs for each de- 
partment—Beginner 
through Junior High—de- 
veloped on this one theme. 
Bible stories, Scripture 
memory work, handcraft, 
visual aids, music and wor- 
ship are skillfully coordi- 
nated in the thoroughly il- 
lustrated teacher’s manuals 
and “Skipper’s Guide.’’ 
Beautiful pupil’s books, in 
full color, contain fascinat- 
ing Bible stories, projects 
and handwork. 

Write today for colorful 
FREE brochure giving com- 
plete information about 
courses, prices, samples, etc. 


GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS MATERIALS 


YOUR OPPORTUNITY THIS SUMMER 


VBS 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


all new for 
52 





VBS... GosPEL LIGHT PRESS 


GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


Dept. 26 
1214 South Brand Blvd. 
Glendale 4, California Name 
Also available through arma 
ZONDERVAN City 
PUBLISHING HOUSE Church 





Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 


I am Pastor C 


Please rush to me a free brochure giving me complete infor- 
mation about courses, prices, samples, etc., for your new VBS 
course “Sailing with Christ’. 


. Zone 


Chr. Ed. Dir. — S.S. Supt. — Other 
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upon a steed or charger, the beast of 
war’s pride and glery. The people spon- 
taneously hailed Him as “The Son of 
David” and cried “Hosanna” and honored 
Him by spreading their garments and 
palm branches before Him. When the 
Pharisees would have had Him rebuke 
the people for their cries, He rebuked 
the Pharisees, reminding them that if 
the people had remained quiet, the very 
stones would have cried out (Luke 19: 
40). Are we giving to Him, today, the 
praise and honor that are due Him as 
our Lord? 
ope 

Then followed the cursing of the fruit- 
less fig tree, symbolic of God’s displeas- 
ure at the barren, empty official religion 
of the day, represented by the scribes 
and Pharisees: and the cleansing of the 
Temple, pointing to Christ’s authority 
as His. Father’s Son to cleanse and con- 
trol the human heart and life. Have 
you let Him make your heart a dwell- 
ing worthy of Himself? 

ye 

The following day was marked by 
the renewed opposition of the chief 
priests and Pharisees. Stung by the re- 
bukes of the two preceding days, they 
came at Christ from all sides, demanding 
to know by what authority He taught 
the people as He had, and on whose 
authority He had thrown the money 
changers and sellers of animals and birds 
out of the Temple. 

Already these false leaders of the peo- 
ple had consulted together as to how 
they might kill Christ Jesus because they 
feared His power over the people. In 
three groups, usually at odds with cne 
another they came seeking to trip the 
Lord into making some statement that 
they could use to discredit Him with the 
people. Each time the Lord turned their 
questions against them and sent them 
away in confusion and rage. Tien fol- 
lowed our Lord’s teaching through a 
number cf parables of the terrible events 
that must come upon the Jewish nation 
because of its rejection of Him as its 
Messiah. 

ee * 

Finally the religious leaders of the 
people threw aside all subterfuge and 
pretense and openly set about to ar- 
rest Christ at a time and place when 
it could be accomplished without en- 
countering the oppositicn of the people. 
Judas, one of the Twelve, gave them 
the opportunity they sought by agreeing 
to reveal such a time and place, for a 
payment of thirty pieces of silver, about 
$18.25. 

3 

In rapid succession came the last sup- 
per of the Lord with His disciples in 
the upper room, at which time He in- 
stituted the Lord’s Supper; His talk with 
His disciples preparing them for the ter- 
rible events just ahead and giving them 
last instructions and comfort; the time 
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of loneliness and prayer in the Garden 
of Gethsemane; and then the arrest and 
the mock trial and sentence of death. 

The next morning saw the hearings 
before Pilate and Herod, the final con- 
demnation to crucifixion, and the slow 
procession to Calvary, where the Lord 
was nailed to the cross and the suffering 
and agony were begun that lasted until 
He dismissed His spirit at about three 
o’clock in the afternoon, 


Surely we cannot think over these 
events without becoming more aware of 
the awfulness of the sin that made it 
necessary for God’s Son to suffer and 
die that we might escape sin’s penalty 
and curse. Surely we cannot meditate 
upon our Lord’s last days without learn- 
ing to love Him more, who first loved 
us and gave Himself for us. 

Does Holy Week mean this to you? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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An Armory Against Unbelief 
(Continued from second page) 


posite in nature but harmonious in effect, 
of both those who had accepted and 
those who had rejected this religion.” 
Ten appendixes have been added, which 
cover nearly a hundred pages and which 
contain much interesting material, Per- 
haps the most striking is the “Trial of 
the Witnesses (To be read when not in 
a hurry),” an account of arguments be- 
tween lawyers, carried out in the manner 
of the courtroom, on the resurrection of 
Christ, which Mr. Linton discovered in 
a book published in 1729. 

Another interesting appendix is “Good 
News from Palestine!” giving imagina- 
tive accounts from the Rome Evening 
Recorder of some of the miracles of 
Christ, His death, and resurrection. This 
is Mr. Linton’s original writing. 

The author has included also a “Con- 
secration Deed,” which he has drawn 
up in legal form for all who may wish 
to put down in writing their own com- 
plete surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

One of Mr. Linton’s concluding state- 
ments is particularly fine, and sums up 
both the contents and the purpose of 
his unusual book. Having given his 
testimony to his belief in the second 
coming of Christ, he writes: 

“In the meantime, as the Civil War 
recruiting sergeant is reported to have 
said: ‘Fall in, gentlemen, there is good 
fighting all up and down the line.’ But, 
if I am going to fall in and ‘onward 
Christian soldiers’ as the Federal Coun- 
cil and other Modernist organizations 
urge, I want something better than a 
martial tune, the straw shield of loose 
faith in various ‘theories of the incarna- 
tion, atonement and resurrection’ and 
the leaden sword of a Bible God-inspired 
only in such spots as appeal to me in 
any conflict with such a_ redoubtable 
adversary as the fallen Lucifer, whose 
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‘fire power’ of darts can be met and 
overmatched only by the use of the case. 
hardened shield of a God-given faith 
and the tempered sword of a Bible 
which not only contains but is the Word 
of God.” 


oe 
pn 


Easter in Your Sunday School 





WO separate and distinct Easter 

services for Sunday schools are avail- 
able this year. Both have been pre- 
pared by Mary Brainerd Smith, whose 
name is familiar to readers of THE SuUN- 
DAY ScHooLt Times, The first service is 
entitled “Jesus Lives,” and presents 
Christ as Our Risen Saviour, Our Leader 
and Guide, Our Great Intercessor, and 
Our Master and Lord. The second serv- 
ice, entitled, “Doors the Risen Christ 
Opened,” tells of five doors that have 
flung wide at the touch of the Lord 
Jesus—the Door of Prayer, the Door of 
Hope, the Door of Power, the Door of 
the Grave, and the Door of Life. 

These two services are available sep- 
arately in pamphlet form and contain 
responsive Scripture readings and reci- 
tations for the various departments of 
the school, as well as original hymns 
set to familiar tunes, so that they may 
be used without the necessity of re- 
hearsal, 

Copies of these services may be ob- 
tained at 25 cents a dozen or $2 a hun- 
dred. Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, stating which service and 
the number of copies you desire. 


we 
With the New Books 


CorRECTION.—By mistake, the price for 
the book, Life and Lore of the Guate- 
malan Indian, by Anna M. Van Hook 
(Central American Mission, 3611 Con- 
gress Ave., Dallas 19), was shown in the 
February 16, 1952, issue of THE SuNDAY 
ScHOOL TIMEs as “50 cents each, 3 copies 
for $1.” The price should have read, 
“50 cents each, 3 copies for $1.25. 


53 Object Sunday Talks to Children. 
By Joseph A, Schofield, Jr. (W. A. Wilde 
Co., Boston 16; $1.75.) A bright, spar- 
kling story sermon for children, suitable 
for many occasions, or one for each 
Sunday in the year, is a real find. Each 
chapter provides an illustrated object 
lesson, and it is surprising to see how 
many interesting, and sometimes humor- 
ous, thoughts are suggested by simple 
objects easy to obtain. They attract the 
children, arouse curiosity, and certainly 
make a good peg upon which to hang 
practical and worth-while lessons. The 
stories are each headed by a Scripture 
text, and they point to the true Gospel, 
and also teach sturdy virtues, such as 
unselfishness, industriousness, kindness 
and courtesy, patrictism, the grace of giv- 
ing, and so on. A fine book for use in 
the church or the home. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 31 to April 6 

Mon.—John 15:1-9. “Bear Much Fruit.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; 
so shall ye be my disciples.” Much work, 
well-meant, and done in the name of 
Christ, is fruitless because of a lack of 
abiding in Christ. It is His life being 
lived out in us that makes fruit bearing 
possible. It is one thing to have Christ 
present and quite another to have Him 
manifesting His grace and power. The 
disciples had Christ in the boat on 
stormy Galilee: but as long as He was 
asleep there on the pillow, they were 
unable to battle with the wind and 
waves. We need His power as well as 
His presence in preaching, witness, and 
work. “Without me,” said He, “ye can 
do nothing.” Pray for Billy Graham. 
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Tues.—Acts 2:14, 22, 23, 37-47. 
The Apostles Win Many. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptised: 
and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls.” The 
secret of the astounding success of the 
apostles in winning souls for Christ was 
that they were filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and spoke the Word of God with boldness. 
Many who really present Bible truth 
know all too little about the ministry of 
the Holy Ghost. The Word preached 
needs to be in the demonstration and 
power of the Spirit. Pray that God’s 
ministers may realize the necessity for 
the work of the Spirit in their own 

hearts and in their preaching. 


Wed.—<Acts 8:25-40. 
Philip Preached in Samaria. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria, and 
preached Christ unto them” (v. 5). 
Philip had a call from God and an urge 
from unhappy circumstances, compelling 
ministry in Samaria. Persecution in 
Jerusalem, and the pressure of the great 
commission, drove him there. Provi- 
dential and practical urges are generally 
indications of the will of God as to 
places of service and partnerships in 
Gospel work. Human need and God’s 
nod are tokens of our duty. Pray for 
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S. Zi We have the new loose- 

leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Mein, Hamburg, New York. 





High School Teachers for a New Jersey Christian School. 
Write your training, certificate, if any, experience, and 
a brief sketch of your Christian life. Only replies meet- 
ing school’s need will be answered. Adv. No. 689, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 





Comptroller of a Southern Christian Liberal Arts 
College needs a Christian secretary. Particulars 
concerning background of experiences should be 
addressed to: Adv. No. 690, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





e New Opportunity to give 
‘4 them a gospel witness by 
_———— trained personal workers 


also in the service. 
Y | CH THE LORD 1S GREATLY 
BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 
Send 25c for a sample and outline. 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND BOX 888 AKRON 9. OHIO 








EARNINGS OPPORTUNITY 


Ministers, Sunday school superintendents, teachers, 
and other Christian workers are discovering a new an 
vital ministry as our representatives. any have 
doubled their income. You too can find joy and pros 
perity right in your own community, or enjoy travel 
Don’t miss this challenge of a lifetime! Others making 
up to $6,000 or more annually. See our large adver- 
tisement, page 259. Write for “Opportunity Plus.” 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
1018 S. Wabash Dept. CS Chicago 5, lil. 











cotin has been engaged. 
cruiser has been our ship. 


Christian travelers to Alaska. 





The Christian Fellowship Cruise Ship 


COME WITH US 





S. S. Chilcotin 


Readers of The Sunday School Times are most cordially invited for 
the Christian Fellowship Cruise of 1952 to Alaska. Again, the S. S. Chil- 
For three summers, this ideal, small, passenger 

Only 106 guests can be taken, so please write 
soon for our free illustrated tour folder. 
or just study the folder and plan to join us some year in the future. Please 
address: The Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 


The Christian Fellowship Cruise is annually sponsored by The Sun- 
day School Times Company and operated by the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way, most trustworthy and experienced operators of escorted tours for 


Enroll this summer if you wish, 
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unchanging income 
for yourself and 
loved ones 

.-- through MOODY 


Survivorship Clunuities 


When you go to be with the Lord, your loved ones get the 
same regular, generous returns that you received during your 
lifetime. Dividends from securities and other investments 
fluctuate, but your Moody annuity returns always remain the 
same for you and your survivors, despite wars, depressions or 
other economic conditions. For 44 years the Institute has paid 
all returns in full and on time. Annuities are not subject to legal 
controversies — another guarantee that payments will be made 
in full — and without the delay so often experienced in the 
administration of estates. . 


You have the joy, too, of knowing that today, as well as in 
the years to come, your dollars are being used to train mis- 
sionaries, pastors and other Christian workers, conduct evan- 
gelistic meetings, produce and show gospel-science films, 
broadcast daily Christian radio programs, and distribute gospel 
literature world wide. 


@ 820 N. LASALLE ST. @ 


2 ) Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story 
of the Moody annuity plan. 


Rinncied 


| am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 
Please send me folder, ‘“Where There's a Will.” 


Provide a generous, 


CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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all missionaries home on furlough that 
they may have open doors for witness. 


Thurs.—Acts 18:24-28. 
Followers and Teachers. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They took him 
unto them, and expounded unto him the 
way of God more perfectly.” It is im- 
portant that young, earnest followers of 
Christ have those who can help them 
understand the way of God more per- 
fectly. It is more common for unskilled 
workers to be criticized than counseled. 
If we have the Spirit of God and His 
love we shall be well prepared to apply 
the Word of God to those who require 
it. Apollos was saved for great minis- 
tries to God’s people by wise counsel. 
Pray that you may be a helper to serv- 
ants of God. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 4:6-8, 19. 
Keepers of the Faith. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Make full proof 
of thy ministry. . I have kept the 
faith.” The dying need to be able to 
say they have “kept the faith,” and the 
young seeking to be good ministers of 
Christ need to be diligent in every gcod 
word and work, and to keep the faith 
without spot. In these days when men 
seek their own much more than the 
things which are Jesus Christ’s we need 
the call of 1 Timothy 4:16. Pray for 
all young ministers. 


Sat.—Philemon 1-3, 23-25. 
Paul’s Fellow Workers. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Philemon ; 
Apphia, .. . Archippus, . . . Epaphras, 

.. Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas.” 
Two of these failed somewhat, and for a 
time in ministry; Demas finally forsook 
Paul. Luke, Philemon, Aristarchus, and 
Epaphras remained faithful along with 
Timothy and Titus. Not all graduate 
from the school of life cum laude. The 
best honor one can ever have is the 
Lord’s “Well dene!” Pray for ministers 
who are beginning to let down in their 
testimony and zeal. 


Sun.—Revelation 7:9-17. 
A Multitude of Witnesses. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A great multi- 
tude, which no man could number ,... 
stood before the throne.” Some have 
thought these to be the innumerable 
company of “witnesses” mentioned in 
Hebrews 12:1. The eyes of an un- 
seen host of angels observe us always. 
They are God's “watchers.” How much 
interest those who have gone before 
us have in our “race” we may not so 
well know: but this we do know that 
certain martyrs in Heaven knew their 
brethren were to be killed as they 
had been (Rev. 6:10, 11); and the rich 
man in hell knew his five brothers 
were unsaved, and headed for the 
same place of torment. The eyes of 
Ged and His holy ones are upon us. 
Let us so run as to have God’s “Well 
done.” Pray for missionaries lan- 


guishing in jails in Red China. 
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